someone; to talk about a person in a negative
way, especially to call someone a name or to
hurl an accusation at that person. “She come
talkin bout | stole her ring. | don’t appreciate
nobody callin me outa my name” (i.e. callin her
a thief).

I'm teaching a Writing & Grammar course at Okaloosa-
Walton College, and a question has come up that

has stumped my class, me, and several other English
instructors here.

Here's the sentence: In the middle of the fourth pe-
riod, a quarter of the fans walked out.

Is “walked out” a phrasal verb or just a verb followed

by an adverb? Q:

Our department is divided on this question and fist
fights are breaking out. What do you think2

“Walked out” has the form of a phrasal verb (verb
plus preposition) and can be substituted for a single
verb (“left”), so I'd choose phrasal verb, though I think
an argument could be made for verb plus adverb,
with “out” being the adverb, of course. I'd ask the
question, “Does ‘out’ have the same meaning (it’s in
the same grammatical position, but does it have the
same meaning) as say an adverbial prepositional
phrase such as ‘to the store’ or another single adverb
such as ‘in’ or an adverbial noun such as ‘home’?”

In the phrase “all day, every day,” is “every day” one
or two words?
Piccadilly Cashier

Two words. According to several dictionaries (Web-
ster’s Universal College, American Heritage College,
and Oxford lllustrated), “everyday” is one word
when used as an adjective. A reasonable synonym
to replace this adjective form would be “common-
place.” In the case of this saying, however, “every
day” is being used as an adverb to describe the
manner in which a thing is done.

Is the saying “learn by hard” or “learn by heart,” and
what are the origins of this saying?
Piccadilly Server

Learn by heart. When a student “learns by rote,” he or
she may be able to recite the words but might not neces-
sarily understand what the words mean. A student who
learns something by heart understands the concept of
the lesson. The lesson is internalized and becomes part
of the person’s knowledge. Mr. Hendrickson applies this
explanation to the phrase, “The ancient Greeks believed

that the heart, the most noticeable internal organ, was the
seat of intelligence and memory as well as emotion. This
belief was passed on down the ages and became the basis
for the English expression ‘learn by heart,” which is used by
Chaucer (1374) and must have been proverbial long before
that. ‘To record’ reminds us again of this ancient belief in the
heart as the seat of the mind. When writing wasn't a simple
act, things had to be memorized; thus we have the word ‘re-
cord,’ formed from the Latin ‘re,’ ‘again,’ and ‘cor,’ ‘heart,’
which means exactly the same as ‘learn by heart.”” From
Encyclopedia of Word and Phrase Origins by Robert
Hendrickson (Facts on File, New York, 1997).

Retrieved from http:/ /www.phrases.org.uk/bulletin
board/6é/messages/210.html

| saw this on the menu at Steak ‘'n Ale: the best steak you
will have ever had. Is this correct?
Post Office Clerk

YES. This ad slogan is written in future perfect tense — the
auxiliary will have or shall have with the past participle of
a verb; this tense is used to describe an action that will have
been completed at a specified future fime.

EXAMPLES:

By the end of the semester, five hundred students will have
used the Writing Lab

After | graduate, | shall have written over 50,000 words.

GRAMMAR QUESTIONS PEOPLE Ask

¢ WRITE Abvi

Summary of Grammar HoHline Calls
Prepared by Mamie Hixon, Hotline Director

From March 16, 1990, 0 July 2005
UWF Gramwmar Hoxline Phone Numbper (850) ¥74#-2129
Online Hotline: writelab@uwf.edu

UNUSUAL QUESTIONS

ONOOAMLON =

=

0.

11.
12.

13.
14.

What's the symbol for medicine called2 CADUCEUS

Is 12:00 P.M. midnight or noon? (From the Post Office) NOON

Is sprinklered a word?2 NO

Can a drink be described as delicious, or should only food be described as delicious2  BOTH

Is this preposition correct at the end of this sentence: Where are you originally from? YES

Is this headline in the “Life” section of the News Journal correct: They Are You and | 2 YES

How do | write a novel2  THERE’S NO RECIPE.

Isn’t irregardless a word? It's in the dictionary! NO, the Usage Note in the dictionary explains that irregardless is
nonstandard for regardless.

What's the publisher’s symbol at the bottom of a page in a magazine called2 COLOPHON

How does one file a legal brief in the circuit court of Atlanta, GA2  REFERRED CALLER TO POLITICAL SCIENCE DE-
PARTMENT

How do you address two doctors in a letter2  DEAR DRS. SMITH AND WESSON

How do you address a husband-wife team if the wife holds the doctorate degree2 MR. AND DR. SMITH-Remember,
however, that academic titles are not relevant in some social settings.

What's the singular form for clothes and clothing? NONE

What is the spelling of visqueen, a type of plasticz  VISQUINE

JEOPARDY QUESTIONS -- Ill give you a definition; you give me a word

R

Words spelled differently but sound alike HOMOPHONES

Created words NEOLOGISMS/NONCE WORDS (e.g. racialism)

Device for remembering  MNEMONIC (such as “"HOMES” for the Great Lakes)
Word meaning it doesn’t matter or it makes no difference. INCONSEQUENTIAL
The origin and roots of words ETYMOLOGY

A brief overview of something SYNOPSIS or SUMMARY

UNUSUAL REQUESTS

1.
2.

Analyze this handwriting.
Recommend a good grammar handbook.
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