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UW
F Gram

m
ar Hotline Phone Num

ber (850) 474-2129
Online Hotline: w

ritelab@
uw

f.edu
Since its establishm

ent by W
riting Lab D

irector M
am

ie W
ebb H

ixon in 1986 – then the only one in 
Florida – the U

W
F G

ram
m

ar H
otline has responded to nearly ten thousand callers’ inquiries about gram

-
m

ar, syntax, diction, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, pronunciation, docum
entation, and usage.  

The H
otline has attracted local, out-of-state, and even international attention w

ith callers inquiring as far 
aw

ay as A
laska and Japan.  The hotline is currently listed w

ith at least forty other college cam
pus and 

com
m

unity hotlines in the N
ational G

ram
m

ar H
otline D

irectory published by Tidew
ater C

om
m

unity C
ol-

lege in Tidew
ater, V

irginia.  This issue of The W
rite A

dvice new
sletter contains som

e of the m
ost com

m
on 

and unusual questions from
 the U

W
F G

ram
m

ar H
otline log.

U
N

U
SU

A
L Q

U
ESTIO

N
S

1.	
W

hat’s the sym
bol for m

edicine called? 
CA

DU
CEU

S
2.	

Is 12:00 P.M
. m

idnight or noon?  (From
 the Post O

ffice) 
N

O
O

N
3.	

Is sprinklered  a w
ord? 

N
O

4.	
C

an a drink be described as delicious, or should only food  be described as delicious? 
BO

TH
5.	

Is this preposition correct at the end of this sentence:  W
here are you originally from

? 
YES

6.	
Is this headline in the “Life” section of the N

ew
s Journal  correct: They A

re You and I ? 
YES

7.	
H

ow
 do I w

rite a novel?	 
TH

ERE’S N
O

 RECIPE.
8.	

Isn’t irregardless a w
ord?  It’s in the dictionary! 

N
O

, the U
sage N

ote in the dictionary explains that irregardless is 
nonstandard for regardless.

9.	
W

hat’s the publisher’s sym
bol at the bottom

 of a page in a m
agazine called? 

CO
LO

PH
O

N
10.	H

ow
 does one file a legal brief in the circuit court of A

tlanta, G
A

? 
REFERRED CA

LLER TO
 PO

LITICA
L SCIEN

CE DE-
PA

RTM
EN

T
11.	H

ow
 do you address tw

o doctors in a letter? 
DEA

R DRS. SM
ITH

 A
N

D W
ESSO

N
12.	H

ow
 do you address a husband-w

ife team
 if the w

ife holds the doctorate degree?  M
r. and


 Dr. Smith


-Rem

em
ber, 

how
ever, that academ

ic titles are not relevant in som
e social settings.

13.	W
hat’s the singular form

 for clothes and clothing? 
N

O
N

E
14.	W

hat is the spelling of visqueen, a type of plastic? 
VISQ

U
IN

E

JEO
PA

RDY Q
U

ESTIO
N

S -- I’ll give you a definition; you give m
e a w

ord

1.	
W

ords spelled differently but sound alike 
H

O
M

O
PH

O
N

ES
2.	

C
reated w

ords 
N

EO
LO

G
ISM

S/N
O

N
CE W

O
RDS (e.g. racialism

)
3.	

D
evice for rem

em
bering 

M
N

EM
O

N
IC (such as “H

O
M

ES” for the G
reat Lakes)

4.	
W

ord m
eaning it doesn’t m

atter or it m
akes no difference. 

IN
CO

N
SEQ

U
EN

TIA
L

5.	
The origin and roots of w

ords 
ETYM

O
LO

G
Y

6.	
A

 brief overview
 of som

ething 
SYN

O
PSIS or SU

M
M

A
RY

U
N

U
SU

A
L REQ

U
ESTS

1.	
A

nalyze this handw
riting.

2.	
Recom

m
end a good gram

m
ar handbook.

 S
p

e
c

i
a

l
 

E
d

i
t

i
o

n 

som
eone; to talk about a person in a negative 

w
ay, especially to call som

eone a nam
e or to 

hurl an accusation at that person.  “She com
e 

talkin bout I stole her ring.  I don’t appreciate 
nobody callin m

e outa m
y nam

e” (i.e. callin her 
a thief).

Q
:	

I’m
 teaching a W

riting &
 G

ram
m

ar course at O
kaloosa-

W
alton College, and a question has com

e up that 	
has stum

ped m
y class, m

e, and several other English 
instructors here. 

 	
H

ere’s the sentence:  In the m
iddle of the fourth pe-

riod, a quarter of the fans w
alked out. 

 	
Is “w

alked out” a phrasal verb or just a verb follow
ed 

by an adverb? 
 	

O
ur departm

ent is divided on this question, and fist 
fights are breaking out.  W

hat do you think?
 A:	

“W
alked out” has the form

 of a phrasal verb (verb 
plus preposition) and can be substituted for a single 
verb (“left”), so I’d choose phrasal verb, though I think 
an argum

ent could be m
ade for verb plus adverb, 

w
ith “out” being the adverb, of course.  I’d ask the 

question, “Does ‘out’ have the sam
e m

eaning (it’s in 
the sam

e gram
m

atical position, but does it have the 
sam

e m
eaning) as say an adverbial prepositional 

phrase such as ‘to the store’ or another single adverb 
such as ‘in’ or an adverbial noun such as ‘hom

e’?”

Q
:	

In the phrase “all day, every day,” is “every day” one 
or tw

o w
ords?

	
Piccadilly C

ashier

A
:	

Tw
o w

ords.  A
ccording to several dictionaries (W

eb-
ster’s Universal College, Am

erican Heritage College, 
and O

xford Illustrated), “everyday” is one w
ord 

w
hen used as an adjective.  A

 reasonable synonym
 

to replace this adjective form
 w

ould be “com
m

on-
place.”  In the case of this saying, how

ever, “every 
day” is being used as an adverb to describe the 
m

anner in w
hich a thing is done. 

Q
:	

Is the saying “learn by hard” or “learn by heart,” and 
w

hat are the origins of this saying?
	

Piccadilly Server

A:	
Learn by heart.  W

hen a student “learns by rote,” he or 
she m

ay be able to recite the w
ords but m

ight not neces-
sarily understand w

hat the w
ords m

ean. A student w
ho 

learns som
ething by heart understands the concept of 

the lesson. The lesson is internalized and becom
es part 

of the person’s know
ledge. M

r. Hendrickson applies this 
explanation to the phrase, “The ancient G

reeks believed 

that the heart, the m
ost noticeable internal organ, w

as the 
seat of intelligence and m

em
ory as w

ell as em
otion. This 

belief w
as passed on dow

n the ages and becam
e the basis 

for the English expression ‘learn by heart,’ w
hich is used by 

Chaucer (1374) and m
ust have been proverbial long before 

that. ‘To record’ rem
inds us again of this ancient belief in the 

heart as the seat of the m
ind. W

hen w
riting w

asn’t a sim
ple 

act, things had to be m
em

orized; thus w
e have the w

ord ‘re-
cord,’ form

ed from
 the Latin ‘re,’ ‘again,’ and ‘cor,’ ‘heart,’ 

w
hich m

eans exactly the sam
e as ‘learn by heart.’” From

 
Encyclopedia of W

ord and Phrase O
rigins by Robert 

Hendrickson (Facts on File, N
ew

 York, 1997).

	
Retrieved from

 http://w
w

w.phrases.org.uk/bulletin_
board/6/m

essages/210.htm
l

Q
:	

I saw this on the m
enu at Steak ‘n Ale:  the best steak you 

w
ill have ever had.  Is this correct?

	
Post O

ffice Clerk

A:	
YES. This ad slogan is written in future perfect tense – the 
auxiliary w

ill have or shall have with the past participle of 
a verb; this tense is used to describe an action that will have 
been com

pleted at a specified future tim
e.

	
EXAM

PLES: 
	

By the end of the sem
ester, five hundred students will have 

used the W
riting Lab 

	
After I graduate, I shall have written over 50,000 words.
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  W
ha
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VE
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W
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t’s
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m
in

al
 a

dj
ec

tiv
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  A
 W

O
RD

 L
IK

E 
H

ER
4.

	
W
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iv

e 
ve

rb
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  S
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E 

A
S 

A
 L
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 V
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5.

	
W

ha
t’s

 th
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di
ffe

re
nc

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
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  N
O

N
E

6.
 	

W
ha

t’s
 th

e 
ot

he
r w

or
d 

th
at

 e
nd

s 
in

 -g
ry

? 
 H

un
gr

y 
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ES
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e 
w

or
d 

clo
th

es
 e

ve
r b

e 
sin

gu
la

r?
  (

C
al

le
r w

as
 lo

ok
in

g 
fo

r t
he

 w
or

d 
clo

th
in

g.
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.	

D
efi

ni
tio

ns
 o

f d
ev

ou
t, 

pi
ou

s,
 a

ne
cd

ot
e,

 a
nd

 d
ev

ot
ed

.
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Is 

th
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M
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so
r s
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d 

th
at
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sh
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 n

ev
er
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ta
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se
nt
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 w
ith

 
ho
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.	
W

ha
t’s

 th
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m
ea

ni
ng

 o
f m

em
be

r-
at

-la
rg

e?
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