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Ralph K. Birdwhistell

In the last several years 1 have
become interested in "Problem Solving"
in Chemistry. When explaining the
literature in this field, I noticed
that many of the parameters studied or
used in solving real problems were the

same as those parameters which have
been found important in learning
science. As a result of my interest in

the field I was invited to join the
Science Education Research Unit at the
University of Waikato in a study of how
middle and secondary students should
learn about "Energy".

I spent this summer in Hamilton, New
Zealand designing and testing
experiments which should teach students
to recognize the significance of energy
transformations. These experiments
will be used in some schools in New
Zealand this fall. After revision we
will try to introduce them into the
Panhandle schools under the supervision
of the Center for Excellence.

Patrieia J. Riehm

The admission of freshmen and
sophomores to U.W.F. has increased the
number of students enrolled in lower
division courses, particularly General
Chemistry. I am involved with the
instruction in lower division labs with
the development experiments for General
Chemistry. I am active in the local
A.C.S. and have worked with the Science
and Engineering fair.

William P. Halpern

I have become more deeply involved in
Science Education the past few years.
In addition to supervising the Sclence
Seminar for Superior Students, a weekly

lecture program for high  school
students, Michael Cousens (Biology
Department) and I have developed a

a converted
series of

Mobile Science Laboratory,
city Dbus, containing a

integrated science experiements for
high school students. We bring the
lab to area high schools for a week at

a time. I am the director of the
Panhandle Regional Center of
Excellence in Mathematics, Science,

Computers and Technology, one of five
established by the legislature. I am
also involved in a program to enable
retiring military persomnel to obtain
Florida teaching certification.

I have continued my work with
computers, instructing at the National
Committee on Computers in Chemical
Education Biennial Workshops. We will
hold the workshop at UWF this summer.
I am currently finishing a project for
the State of Florida on evaluation of
Elementary Science software. We will
be entering the results of the
evaluations on a data base comnnected
with the Florida Information Resources
Network. As the department is turning
increasingly to computers, Jerry Gurst
and I are attempting to educate the
rest of the faculty and the students
in their use. Even Dr. B 1is using
them and CWIC won't come out from
behind his PC. Dr. Jones has
persuaded the Navy to buy him a fancy
setup for his office. If any of you
have access to Firncom, you can reach
me at mail stop WILLIAM=HALPERN. If
you have access to BITNET, you can
reach Dr. Gurst at FAC 0035 node UWF.

Grace Chiu

In the summer, 1985 I did research on
HPLC of carboxylic acids for Monsanto
an% released a subsequent publication
entitled T"Analysis of Mixtures of
Cyanovaleric and Other Carboxylic
Acids by Liquid Chromatography."”

During the summer of 1986 I received a
NSF fellowship to do research on
conducting polymer films at the
University of Tennessee. T continue
to teach Analytical Chemistry,
Instrumental Analysis and experiments
to include new experimentation.



Philip J. Conklin

I obtained a B.S. in biology from
U.W.F. I am now serving in the mnew
position of Laboratory Manager for the
UWF Chemistry Department. During this
time, I attended a one-week workshop on
liquid chromatography maintenance and
techniques, and recently attended the
annual Pittsburgh Conference on
analytical instrumentation. I also co-
authored a paper on the toxicity of
aquatic pollutants, which was published
in the preceedings of an international
symposium.

Diana L. Walker

My previous work experience as a
secretary for the Comnecticut Branch of
New York Life Insurance Company and
Pensacola Junior College, Home
Ecomnomics Department, guided me to UWF
Chemistry Department for two years as
secretary for the chemistry department.
I have come to appreciate and admire
the staff as well as the intricacies of
chemistry.

Pamela Tanner

I have held the position of
storekeeper since July, 1984, I am a
graduate of San Diego State University

with a B.S. in Biology, Emphasis
Botany. My additional training has
included Organic 11, analytical
chemistry, and the Women in Science

Seminar at Mt. Holyoke College. At
present 1 am working toward another
B.S., this time in chemistry.

Tanya L. Streeter

I received a B.A. in English from the
University of Florida in May of 1982
and I am currently working as
secretary for the Panhandle Center of
Excellence and the Department of
Chemistry. My education and previous
work experience in an Editorial office
has helped me assist the Chemistry
Department on several articles and has
encouraged me also to work on my first
romance manuscript to be completed by
January 1986.



Scholarships from Alumni Contributors to UWF Foundation.

The Alumni scholarship was given for the first time this year to

Thomas Etheridge. He attended Gulf Coast Community College before coming to
UWF. He currently plans to complete his B.S. in Chemistry at UWF and then
pursue laser induced chemistry at the graduate level. Tom enjoys classical
music, playing the bassoon, piano and coin collecting.

Other Awards:

Jennifer Leupin - From U.W.F Lower Division

Julie Rossing - From U.W.F. Lower Division

John Preston - From Gulf Coast Community College

Monsanto Award 1986:

This year the Monsanto Award was given to Lucille A. Combs of Gulf Breeze.
After serving in the U.S. Navy, Lucille attended Pensacola Junior College

prior to transfer to The University of West Florida. She is the sister of 1983
graduate Judy Combs. Lucy is now enrolled in graduate school at Emory

University.

ALUMNI UPDATE
(If our current information on you or another former student that you know is
not correct, please £ill out and return).

NAME Maiden

Address City State Zip
Employer City State Zip
Higher Degree Graduate School

City State Zip






