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Present 
Members:  Chair Gail Dorsey, Rich Byars, Jamie Calvert, Dave Cleveland, Jason Crawford, DeeDee 
Davis, Megan Fry, John Gormley, Tim Haag, Chad Henderson, James Hosman, Amber McClure, 
David Peaden, Bill Rone, Martha Saunders, Gordon Sprague, Rodney Sutton, Bruce Vredenburg, 
Todd Zaborski, Dr. Matthew Crow (Interim Faculty Senate V.P.) and Joining via conference call: 
Connie Bookman, Eric Brammer, David Hightower, Trip Maygarden and John Peacock.  
 
Staff: Howard Reddy, Daniel Lucas, E. Jan Butts, Claire Stewart, Lisa Mrahi, Geri Battist, Missy 
Grace, Brett Berg, Tori Bennett, Candice Lane, Gina Sharp, Marisa Elmore and Teresa Burgess. 
 
Guests: Dr. Brandon Frye, Neil McMillion, Dr. Ed Ranelli, Marissa Agerton (student presenter), 
Margaret Stopp, Diane Martinez, Allison Jones, Molly Murphy, Foundation Student Fellows 
Hunter McCabe and Suzanna Daughtry. 
 
Call to Order:  Chair Gail Dorsey called the meeting to order at 3:31 p.m. and thanked everyone 
for attending.  
 
Roll Call and Approval of the Minutes: Staff verified that a quorum had been established. The 
Board reviewed the minutes of the meeting held on June 17, 2019.  Gordon Sprague made a 
motion to approve the minutes as submitted. Bill Rone seconded the motion with all members 
voting in favor.  
 
Opening Remarks: Gail Dorsey introduced the new Board members and Foundation Student 
Fellows that were present. All members briefly introduced themselves.  
 
Information Reports:  
 
University Update:  President Saunders presented the University update which included some of 
the following highlights: UWF was recently recognized by U.S. News and World Report for earning 
four badges of distinction and was also named a 2019 Great College to Work For from the 
Chronicle of Higher Education (for the seventh time). The University now has nine National Merit 
Scholars. Former President Dr. Judy Bense will be named to the Florida Women’s Hall of Fame 
next month. Bense is the first from the Panhandle to receive this distinction. Dr. Kristen “Brent” 
Venable was recently hired as Director of the new Ph.D program in Intelligent Systems and 
Robotics. The first class in this program has officially launched. Some other recent high points for 
the University include: the launch of the new Guardian App for student safety; the Argo Tots 
Program which engages UWF Engineering students to modify kiddie cars for children with 
disabilities; the Small Business Development Center (SBDC) was named 2019 Florida SBDC Region 
of the Year. Dr. Saunders reported that a recent football economic impact survey revealed that 
UWF Football has had a 9.7-million-dollar impact in Escambia County and has created 
approximately 94 jobs. The 1st Amendment Lecture Series was held last week; guest speaker Carl 
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Hiaasen’s lecture was well received. In conclusion, the new Lab Sciences Annex will have a ribbon 
cutting ceremony tomorrow - there is much enthusiasm across the campus community over this 
new facility.   
 
Advancement Report: Howard Reddy discussed several University Advancement highlights and 
began with a summary of FY19. Gifts received as of 06/30/19 totaled $8,362,214, which was 
$3.86 million over goal.  There were 62 Major Gifts ($10,000 and up), and 449 donors gave at the 
Nautilus Level ($1000). The new fiscal year is off to a strong start and to date $1,280,984 in Cash, 
New Pledges and Planned Gifts have been received. Among the new major gifts are the $500,000 
Linda B. Cassaly Charitable Lead Annuity Trust, The O’Kelley Hemminghaus Foundation Chemistry 
Endowed Scholarship in the amount of $200,000, and the Harriet L. Rosasco CRUT in the amount 
of $109,773. The target goal for 2019-20 is $4.7 million. Howard reviewed the KPI reports and 
noted that eight Foundation Board members have made gifts this year. There’s big news in that 
the Alumni Association Board has just reached 100% of its giving goal. There will be a lot of extra 
effort this year to get Alumni participation up to 5%. This year’s Day of Giving and other events 
will focus on Alumni.  The UWF Historic Trust/WUWF has reached 72% of their major gifts goal 
to date. Capital Campaign planning is underway and the four major gift officers will be compiling 
a list of top prospects to focus on between now and December. He added that audit season in 
the Foundation is wrapping up – kudos to Dan Lucas and the Foundation Team for all the extra 
work with the auditors. Howard concluded by thanking the Board for their advocacy and asked 
that members continue to seek out new leads and opportunities for growth within the 
community.  
 
Review of Audited Financial Statements: Auditors Molly Murphy, Diane Martinez and Allison 
Jones of Saltmarsh, Cleaveland & Gund were present. The change in reporting structure this year 
(from FASB to GASB) required additional time, but the draft is now complete. Another change is 
that the Foundation now falls under the Florida State Single Audit, which is a different level of 
audit. There were no findings or compliance items to report and a clean opinion was issued. A 
high-level overview of several parts of the report were discussed. Although the report is a draft, 
the Auditors do not expect any further changes to come about.  
 
Student Presentation: Grant Committee Chair Tim Haag briefly described the function of that 
committee and how it evaluates travel grant application packages and awards students with 
scholarships. These scholarships are funded by the Foundation and go towards covering various 
study abroad programs. Tim then introduced Art/Anthropology student Marissa Agerton. 
Marissa is a recent grant recipient who spent four weeks last summer in the “Irish Experience” 
program. She believes that a trip like this would not have been possible at this point in her life 
had it not been for the scholarship. Marissa added that this was not only her first time travelling 
abroad, but her first time on an airplane. Some highlights from her time in Ireland included 
taking two classes: Oil Painting and Print Making (both new mediums for her), and visiting 
monastic sites, castles, and national parks all across the country. She is truly appreciative for 
this amazing opportunity, and it has made a lasting impression on her.  
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Sunshine Notice Review: Foundation Attorney Margaret Stopp was present to review the 
Florida Sunshine Public Records Laws for the benefit of new members, as well as to provide a 
refresher for all present. Some highlights include: all open public meetings must be noticed in 
advance; notes and minutes must be taken and available for review; and private discussions 
regarding possible voting items cannot take place among board members. On the topic of 
quorum: physical presence is required at meetings and calling in does not count towards 
quorum requirements.  
 
Alumni Report: New Alumni Board President Eric Brammer reported that 100% of board 
members have already made a gift this year. He’s very happy to serve in this capacity and looks 
forward to encouraging alumni engagement and participation in all upcoming events. Eric 
thanked Alumni Relations Director Missy Grace and past President Brett Barrow for their 
accomplishments and for laying the foundation for success. Upcoming events include an Alumni 
booth at Gallery Night this Friday, Tailgates at home football games, and a new Homecoming 
event called the Welcome Home Block Party. This will take place on Museum Plaza on 10/04/19 
from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. Eric thanked the Board for its support of alumni events and efforts.   
 
CFO’s Report: Dan Lucas began the CFO report by introducing Hunter McCabe and Suzanna 
Daughtry; both are participating in the Foundation Student Fellow Program this year. This 
program will allow Hunter and Suzanna to gain hands on experience to add to their professional 
portfolios by working with the Investment Committee and the opportunity to attend Foundation 
Board meetings and extra events. Dan reiterated that the audit season is wrapping up. In addition 
to the Foundation’s full financial statement audit, a License Fee audit and a Major Gift audit have 
also taken place. The University also went through an operational audit. Dan went on to 
introduce the Foundation staff members that were in attendance: Director E. Jan Butts, and 
Accountants Candice Lane, Marisa Elmore, and Gina Sharp. Dan reported that the Moody’s rating 
review went well; he then turned it over to Neil McMillion of Housing. Neil reported that Housing 
is at 101% of goal with 1436 beds filled. They are already starting to work on next year’s 
marketing to ensure continued success. Neil was happy to report that with the revenue being 
generated, money will be put towards reserves in the future. Dan thanked Housing, Financial Aid 
and Enrollment for the team effort that made this possible. This concluded the CFO report.  
 
Reports of Board Officers & Committees:   
 
Executive Committee:  Gail Dorsey presented the slate of officers for 2019-20 fiscal year: Chair 
Gail Dorsey, Vice Chair Jason Crawford, Secretary John Gormley, Treasurer David Hightower, 
Immediate Past Chair Gordon Sprague. She put forth the motion to vote on the officer list; James 
Hosman voted in favor and Tim Haag seconded the motion. The motion carried with all voting in 
favor. Gail encouraged all members to stay as involved with UWF events as possible, and this 
concluded her report.  
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Investment Committee:  Jason Crawford began by reporting on the investment pool 
performance. The portfolio value at the end of the quarter was 93.6 million, with 3.5% growth 
for the quarter, achieving the CPI + 4 benchmark. Jason recognized Rodney Sutton and Chad 
Henderson as new members to the committee. Outside advisor Atlanta Consulting Group has 
continued to perform well for the past fifteen years. They are nearing the end of the current 5-
year engagement and the review process will begin again next fiscal year. Jason briefly 
discussed the most recent Investment Manager Breakfast with Conestoga & Eagle Capital as 
guest speakers. This was another successful event, well attended by community members and 
business leaders. He looks forward to continuing this event in the coming fiscal year. At the last 
Investment committee meeting, the decision to remove Dodge and Cox from cautionary status 
was made.  Jason stated that he is serving on the COB Dean search committee. He encouraged 
fellow board members to attend any open sessions if possible, to see the candidates and 
provide feedback. This concluded Jason’s report.    
  
Audit/Budget Committee: David Hightower stated that Neil’s presentation on Housing combined 
with the highlights provided earlier by the Saltmarsh Auditors addressed the news and 
happenings for this committee. Dan Lucas added that the variances for the Budget to Actuals for 
both the Housing financials and the Foundation financials were all in line. Dan asked for the Board 
to approve the draft audit as presented – subject to any material changes due to timing of the 
alternative investment’s confirmations of value. If any material value changes arise, Dan will bring 
the report back to the Board. Todd Zaborski made the motion to vote in favor of approving the 
Audit, Bill Rone seconded the motion and the motion carried with all voting in favor.  
 
Grant Committee: Tim Haag stated that he was happy to step into the role of Chair for the coming 
fiscal year. The first meeting for the year will be held on November 14, 2019, and he is looking 
forward to working with the committee again.   
 
Nominating Committee: Gordon Sprague presented a proposed timeline for selecting two new 
board members (presidential appointments) for the next fiscal year, as both he and David 
Hightower prepare to roll off. He asks that members begin submitting letters of 
introduction/interest now to Howard, with a cutoff date of February 1, 2020. The ranking of the 
nominees will take place at the March 5, 2020 committee meetings. He hopes to establish a pool 
of candidates to fill any future openings that may occur and has asked President Saunders to 
assist in getting the word out via various social media announcements.  
 
Other Business:  Gail Dorsey reminded all members to complete and turn in their annual Conflict 
of Interest forms before leaving and to utilize the Contact Info Change form if any changes are 
necessary. Gail asked that all the Directors continue to advocate for UWF and to remember to 
make their Nautilus Level Gifts. She then shared a “fun fact” that the poem by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes titled “The Chambered Nautilus” was the inspiration for the nautilus shell’s significance  
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on the UWF campus. In short, it represents growth and progress which correlates to student, 
faculty, and staff success and growth. 
  
Adjournment: Chair Dorsey thanked the Board members for their participation in the meeting. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:14 pm.   
 
Minutes recorded by Lisa Mrahi on September 19, 2019. 
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