
UWF Foundation, Inc. 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Emerald Coast Campus 

Fort Walton Beach, FL 

Minutes of March 23, 2016 

 
Present 

Members: BOD Chair John Hutchinson, Dr. Judy Bense, Mr. Brett Barrow, Mr. Jason Crawford, Mrs. Gail Dorsey, Mr. 

Ray Flores, Mr. Jacob Hebert (by telephone), Mr. James Hosman, Mrs. Kathie Jeffcoat, Mr. Trip Maygarden, Mr. 

Richard Peterson, Dr. John Platt, Mr. Steve Riggs, Mr. Gordon Sprague, Mr. Bruce Vredenburg, and Mr. Brian Wyer 

(by telephone) 

 

Staff: Dr. Brendan Kelly, Mr. Daniel Lucas, and Ms. Patricia Barlow 

 

Guests: Mrs. Martha Lee Blodgett, Mrs. Missy Grace, Mr. Marc Churchwell 

 

Call to Order: Mr. Hutchinson called the meeting to order at 3:35 p.m. and welcomed everyone.  

 

Roll Call and Approval of the Minutes: Mr. Peterson verified that a quorum had been established. The Board reviewed 

the minutes of the Board of Directors meeting held on December 9, 2015. Mr. Sprague made a motion to approve the 

minutes as submitted. Mr. Crawford seconded the motion, with all voting to approve the motion. 

 

Information Reports:  

 

University Update: Dr. Bense welcomed the Board to the Fort Walton Beach Campus and presented the University 

Update. Dr. Bense shared that effective August 2016, UWF would be a tobacco free campus, the 4th university in Florida 

to make that move. Legislatively, UWF received good news with the recently approved state budget including money 

for the Office of Economic Development and Engagement, the physician assistant (PA) program, and the Military 

Veterans Resource Center. Additionally, UWF received funds to complete the renovations to the laboratory building.  

As far as performance-based funding results, UWF’s scores mean that it will not lose any money but also will not receive 

any new performance-based money. The performance based metrics details are now written in state statutes. Dr. Bense 

reported that UWF is exploring the option of pursuing the Emerging Preeminent University designation, a designation 

that will result in additional funds each year from the state. The Board of Trustees will be reviewing a budget for 

developing a 7-10 year plan to become an Emerging Preeminent University at its March meeting. 

 

Advancement Report: Dr. Kelly presented the Advancement Report. He shared information about several gifts 

including the Robinson Farmstead, valued at $550,000; a College of Business endowment of $100,000; and $100,000 

to Football. Additionally, he shared that the McMillan Trustees had given $250,000 to the College of Health to name 

the BSN nursing program. Harold Marcus donated $5 million to name the College of Science and Engineering. Dr. 

Kelly announced that Martha Lee Blodgett, Associate Vice President of Advancement, would be retiring in June after 

32 years at UWF. A search for a new Associate Vice President is underway. Dr. Kelly announced that as of March 21, 

2016, $36,362,857 had been received in gifts, pledges, and planned gifts toward the 50th Anniversary Campaign. 

 

Marc Churchwell shared some information about the purpose and activities of the UWF Military and Veterans 

Resource Center. The Center recently received $20,000 from Gulf Power toward supporting military affiliated students 

at UWF.  

 

Alumni Report: Mr. Barrow presented the Alumni report. A major focus of the Alumni Board has been increasing 

alumni engagement and affinity. Events held in Fall 2015 and Spring 2016 have had strong attendance and participation 

to that end. Additionally, the Alumni Board and staff are monitoring social media statistics and are working to increase 

alumni presence on Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn. The Alumni Grant Committee continues to review requests and 

fund small grants to assist students. 

 

CFO’s Report: Mr. Lucas presented the CFO’s Report. He shared that the partnership with Academic Works, which is 

the centralized scholarship platform, has been going very well. Phase one was successfully implemented, and the 

Foundation and Financial Aid staff are working with the College of Education and Professional Studies (CEPS) to 
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implement stage two, which will expand the platform to scholarship-awarding departments in CEPS. Mr. Lucas shared 

that the staff and CPA firm have completed their work on the 990 and 990T and presented them to the Audit Budget 

Committee in February. The Board will approve the forms later in the meeting. 

 

Reports of Board Officers & Committees:  

 

Executive Committee: Mr. Hutchinson reported that there were no actions taken by the Executive Committee since 

the last Board meeting. 

 

Investment Committee: Mr. Sprague presented the Investment Committee report. As of December 31, 2015, the 

investment value (minus reserves) was $70,582.841. Returns for the fourth quarter were 1.95% compared to the balanced 

index of 2.60%. He provided some information about the impact of recent energy trends on the investment returns as 

presented to the committee by the investment consultant. He also shared that managers from Barrow Hanley, Ironwood, 

and Archstone had presented to the committee at its last meeting to discuss their strategies and recent performance.  

 

Audit/Budget Committee: Mr. Lucas presented the Audit Budget Committee report on behalf of the treasurer. He 

reported that the committee had reviewed the Housing and Foundation’s operating budgets for the quarter ending 

December 31, 2015. No significant variances were noted in either budget. As mentioned above, the committee had 

reviewed the Form 990 and 990T at its February meeting and were now presenting them to the Board for approval. Mrs. 

Dorsey made a motion to approve the 990 and 990T for submission; Mr. Maygarden seconded the motion; the motion 

carried, with all voting in favor of the motion. 

 

Nominating Committee: Dr. Kelly reported that the Nominating Committee would be meeting in April to finalize the 

slate of candidates and officers for review by the Board in June.   

 

Grant Committee: Ms. Barlow reported that the Grant Committee had met on March 18, 2016, and had approved 12 

study-abroad travel grants for a total of $26,453. 

 

Adjournment: Mr. Hutchinson thanked the Board members and staff for their participation in the meeting. There being 

no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:35 p.m. 

 
Minutes recorded by Patricia Barlow on March 23, 2016 


