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Education


University of Florida, Gainesville, FL
· Ph.D. Curriculum and Instruction, 2010
· Science Education emphasis
· Dissertation title: The development and use of a concept mapping assessment tool with young children on family visits to a live butterfly exhibit
University of Florida, Gainesville, FL

· M.Ed. Science Education, 2003

· NCATE Biology 6-12

University of Florida, Gainesville, FL

· B.S. Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, 2002

· Minor in Secondary Education

Professional Certification

Professional Teaching Certificate, State of Florida

· Biology, 6-12

· Elementary Education, K-6

· Gifted Endorsement
Professional Experience
Assistant Professor, Elementary Science Education, Department of Teacher Education and Educational Leadership, University of West Florida, Pensacola, FL  (2014-present)

· Teach education courses for pre-service and in-service teachers in the Elementary Education, Elementary Education/Exceptional Student Education, Teaching and Learning, and Curriculum and Instruction programs

· Teaching Science in the Elementary School (K-6)
· Effective Teaching & Instruction
· Educational Assessment 

· Conduct research on the development of pre-service and in-service science teachers’ content knowledge and instructional practices

Project Associate, NSF-Math Science Partnership U-FUTuRES: University of Florida Unites Teachers to Reform Education in Science, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL (2012-2014)

· Coordinated project activities to achieve goals set forth in the grant proposal
· Designed and delivered professional development for in-service middle school science teachers in eleven low-achieving Florida school districts
· Conducted research on the development of middle school science teachers as teacher leaders 

· Taught online courses in the U-FUTuRES Science Teacher Leadership Institute master’s degree program 
· Inquiry-based Science Teaching

· Science Curriculum Development 
Adjunct Faculty, School of Teaching and Learning, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL (2012-2014)
· Taught science education courses for pre-service elementary school teachers in the Unified Elementary ProTeach program 
· Elementary Science Methods for the Inclusive Classroom

· Inquiry-based Science Teaching 
Elementary Teacher, Terwilliger Elementary School, Gainesville, FL (2009-2012)

· Taught K-5 science and math 
· SECME sponsor

· 21st Century afterschool facilitator
Graduate Assistant, School of Teaching and Learning, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL (2007-2009)
· Taught science content and science education courses for pre-service elementary teachers in the Unified Elementary ProTeach program
· Foundations of Elementary Science 
· Elementary Science Methods for the Inclusive Classroom
Intern Supervisor, School of Teaching and Learning, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL (2008)
· Conducted regular observations of secondary science student teachers in the ProTeach Science Education program
· Provided timely feedback in the areas of classroom management skills, science content, and science teaching practices
Science Teacher, Fort Clarke Middle School, Gainesville, FL (2004-2006)
· 7th and 8th grade science teacher 
· SECME sponsor, Science Fair coordinator, and member of the School Advisory Committee

Science Teacher, Howard Bishop Middle School, Gainesville, FL (2003-2004)
· 7th and 8th grade science teacher 
· Science Fair coordinator

Other Professional Experience

Life Science Strand Leader and Trainer, FL-DOE Math Science Partnership LETAS: Let’s Talk Science, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL (2007-2008)
· Developed and implemented content-focused professional development for in-service elementary science teachers in two low-achieving Florida school districts
Science and Engineering Fair Coordinator, School Board of Alachua County, Gainesville, FL (2006)
· Coordinated the Alachua County Regional Science and Engineering Fair

· Organized and chaperoned trips to the state and international science and engineering fairs for finalists

Instructor, Super Summer, Talbot Elementary School, Gainesville, FL (2006)

· Facilitated informal science learning experiences for young learners (grades K-2)

Instructor, College for Kids, Santa Fe Community College, Gainesville, FL (2005)

· Facilitated informal science learning experiences for early adolescent learners (grades 5-9)

Professional Memberships

· Association for Science Teacher Education (ASTE)
· Southeastern Association for Science Teacher Education (SASTE)
· National Science Teacher Association (NSTA)
· Florida Association of Science Teachers (FAST)

Peer-reviewed Presentations
Demetrikopoulos, M., Pecore, J., Gaines, T., Mesa, J., Peters-Burton, E., & Martin-Hansen, L. (2016, January). Encouraging creativity while teaching diverse future gifted scientists: A panel discussion relevant to teaching pre-service and in-service teachers. Paper set presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Science Teacher Education, Reno, NV.
Mesa, J., Pringle, R., King, N., & Hayes, L. (2016, January). Next generation ready: Professional development and practices of middle school science teachers supporting students in explain phenomena. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Science Teacher Education, Reno, NV.
Pringle, R., Hayes, L., King, N., & Mesa, J. (2016, January). Developing partnerships with scientists: The phenomenon for improving science teaching in the middle grades. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Science Teacher Education, Reno, NV.
Mesa, J., & Pecore, J. (2015, October). Preparing NGSS-ready elementary science teachers in an online methods course. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Southeastern Association for Science Teacher Education, Columbia, GA.
Mesa, J., Pringle, & King, N. (2015, April). Taking steps towards the NGSS: Scientists and science educators designing standards-based science courses for teachers. Paper presented at the annual meeting of National Association for Research in Science Teaching, Chicago, IL.

Pringle, R., Mesa, J., & King, N. (2015, January). Meeting the demands of science reform: Comprehensive professional development for practicing middle school teachers. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Science Teacher Education, Portland, OR.

Mesa, J., Pringle, R., & King, N. (2014, September). Exploring wonderings: Teacher inquiry as professional development. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Southeastern Association for Science Teacher Education, Savannah, GA.

Mesa, J., Pringle, R., & Hayes, L. (2014, April). Moving beyond students as blank slates: Middle school science teachers’ practices around eliciting prior knowledge. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Philadelphia, PA.

Pringle, R., Mesa, J., Kumaran, L., & Hayes, L. (2014, January). Partnering with school districts: Policies, politics, and the implications for practice toward transforming middle school science education. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Science Teacher Education, San Antonio, TX.

King, N., Pringle, R., & Mesa, J. (2013, October). Negotiating rigor & best practices: 
Designing an effective physical science content course for middle school science teachers. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Southeastern Association for Science Teacher Education, Statesboro, GA.

Pringle, R., Mesa, J., & Hayes, L. (2013, April).  A comprehensive professional development program for in-service middle science teachers: Tensions and early successes. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Association for Research in Science Teaching, San Juan, Puerto Rico.

Hayes, L., Pringle, R., Mesa, J., & Hershfield, S. (2013, February). Shared vision to practice: Early lessons learned from developing a partnership with higher education STEM faculty. Paper presented at the annual MSP Learning Network Conference, Washington, D.C.

Pringle, R., Mesa, J., & Hayes, L. (2013, January). On becoming a middle school science teacher leader: Who are our middle school science teachers? Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Science Teacher Education, Charleston, SC.

Mesa, J., & Pringle, R. (2012, October). Shifting pedagogical content knowledge: Structuring high-quality professional development to support changes in science teacher knowledge and practices. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Southeastern Association for Science Teacher Education, Macon, GA.

Mesa, J., & Cronin-Jones, L. (2011, April). The development and use of a concept mapping assessment tool with young children on family visits to a live butterfly exhibit. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Association for Research in Science Teaching, Orlando, FL.
Cronin-Jones, L., Mesa, J., & Klosterman, M. (2007, November). Drawings of schoolyard ecosystems as alternative assessments. Paper presented at the annual research symposium of the North American Association for Environmental Education, Virginia Beach, VA.

Cronin-Jones, L., Mesa, J., & Klosterman, M. (2007, November). Long-term impacts of outdoor schoolyard experiences in elementary school. Paper presented at the annual research symposium of the North American Association for Environmental Education, Virginia Beach, VA.

Mesa, J. (2007, October). Families at the Butterfly Rainforest. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Southeastern Association for Science Teacher Education, Valdosta, GA. 

Cronin-Jones, L., Klosterman, M., & Mesa, J. (2006, October).  Are outdoor schoolyard learning activities really effective?: A standards-based evaluation. Paper presented at the annual research symposium of the North American Association for Environmental Education, St. Paul, MN.  

Invited Presentations
Whinnery, S. B., Mesa, J., Haley, K., & Whinnery, K. (2016, July). Implementing UDL in teacher preparation courses. Invited presentation at the 2nd Annual Educational Justice Conference, Orlando, FL. 

Whinnery, S. B., Haley, K., Mesa, J., & Whinnery, K. (2016, June). Implementing UDL in teacher preparation courses. Invited presentation at the Florida Department of Education IHE Summer Institute, Daytona Beach, FL.

Whinnery, S. B., Haley, K., Johnson, J., Mesa, J., & Whinnery, K. W. (2015, June). Collaboration for Effective Educator Development, Accountability, and Reform (CEEDAR) Universal Design for Learning (UDL) Curriculum Enhancement Project. Invited presentation at the Florida Department of Education IHE Summer Institute, St. Augustine, FL.

Workshops for Educators
Mesa, J. (2016, August). Using the CER framework to write scientific arguments. Workshop presented at Bagdad Elementary, Milton, FL.

Mesa, J. (2016, August). Using the CER framework to write scientific arguments. Workshop presented at the Escambia County School District Middle School Science In-service, Pensacola, FL.

Mesa, J. (2016, June). Writing scientific arguments in grades K-8. Workshop presented at the UWF National Writing Project Summer Institute, Pensacola, FL.
Pecore, J. & Mesa, J. (2016, April). Probeware and practices: Partners for elementary science. Workshop presented at the annual meeting of the National Science Teachers Association, Nashville, TN.
Mesa, J., Nguyen, N., & Gaudette, M. (2015, October). Speedy turtle: Using probeware and practices to learn about motion. Workshop presented at the annual meeting of the Florida Association of Science Teachers, Tallahassee, FL.

Mesa, J., & Pecore, J. (2015, October). Perfect partners: Using probeware to explore energy, and science and engineering practices. Workshop presented at the annual meeting of the Florida Association of Science Teachers, Tallahassee, FL.

Mesa, J., & Sorensen, K. (2015, October). Firefly, firefly: Teaching young students about light. Workshop presented at the annual meeting of the Florida Association of Science Teachers, Tallahassee, FL.

Mesa, J. (2015, June). Writing scientific arguments in grades K-5. Workshop presented at the UWF National Writing Project Summer Institute, Pensacola, FL.
Mesa, J., & Pringle, R. (2014, November). Change from within: Strategies to initiate and sustain professional learning communities for science teachers. Workshop presented at the regional meeting of the National Science Teachers Association, Orlando, FL.

Mesa, J., & Pecore, J. (2014, October). Getting centered on science: Using play and science centers to promote inquiry in preschool. Workshop presented at the annual meeting of the Northwest Florida Association for the Education of Young Children, Gulf Breeze, FL.

Pringle, R., & Mesa, J. (2014, April). Writing to learn and learning to write in middle grades science classrooms. Workshop presented at the national meeting of the National Science Teachers Association, Boston, MA.

Pringle, R., Mesa, J., King, N., & McLaughlin, C. (2012, October). Making science visible in K-8 classrooms: Teaching light and inquiry-based science practices. Workshop presented at the annual meeting of the Florida Association of Science Teachers, Clearwater, FL.

Klosterman, M., Mesa, J., & Krank, M. (2010, March).  Planting the seeds of science at kindergarten centers.  Workshop presented at the national meeting of the National Science Teachers Association, Philadelphia, PA.

Klosterman, M., & Mesa, J., & Milton, K. (2010, March). Can you hear me now? Using cell phones and role-plays to promote interdisciplinary classroom connections. Workshop presented at the national meeting of the National Science Teachers Association, Philadelphia, PA.

Peer-reviewed Publications
Mesa, J., Evans, K., & Sorensen, K. (2016). Home for froggy: Using technology to investigate frog habitats in the schoolyard. Manuscript in preparation.
Pringle, R., & Mesa, J. (2016). Professional development for middle school science teachers: Does an educative curriculum make a difference? Manuscript submitted for publication.
Pringle, R., Mesa, J., & King, N. (2016). Meeting the demands of science reforms: Comprehensive professional development for practicing middle school teachers. Manuscript submitted for publication.
Mesa, J., & Nguyen, N. (in press). Go, turtle, go: Measuring motion to build proficiency in science and mathematics. Science Scope.
Mesa, J., & Sorensen, K. (2016). Firefly, firefly: First grade students learn, talk, and write about light. Science and Children.
Dogan, S., Mesa, J., & Pringle, R. (2015). The impact of professional learning communities on science teachers’ knowledge, practice, and student learning: A review.  Professional Development in Education, DOI: 10.1080/19415257.2015.1065899 
Mesa, J., Pringle, R., & King, N. (2014). Surfacing students’ prior knowledge in middle school science classrooms: Exception or the rule? Middle Grades Research Journal: STEM Special Issue, 9(3), 61-72.
Mesa, J., Pringle, R., & Hayes, L. (2013). Show me the evidence! Scientific argumentation in the middle school classroom. Science Scope, 36(9), 60-64.
Mesa, J., Klosterman, M., & Cronin-Jones, L. (2011). The POETRY of science: A flexible tool for assessing elementary student science journals. In Wheeler-Toppen, J. (Ed.), Science the “Write” Way. Arlington, VA: NSTA Press.
Klosterman, M., Mesa, J., & Milton, K. (2009). Cell phones, towers, birds, oh my!, Science Scope, 33(3), 34-41.

Mesa, J., Klosterman, M., & Cronin-Jones, L. (2008). The POETRY of science: A flexible tool for assessing elementary student science journals. Science and Children, 46(3), 36-41.

Book Chapter

Gaines, T., Mesa, J., & Pecore, J. (2015). Twentieth century scientists who epitomize the interplay of creativity and giftedness. In Demetrikopoulos, M. & J. Pecore (Eds.), Interplay of creativity and giftedness in science. Boston, MA: Sense Publishers.

Service to the Community

· Member, Escambia County Teacher of the Year Selection Committee, 2015
· Parent volunteer, Scenic Heights Elementary School, 2014-present
· Science fair judge, J.H. Workman Middle School, 2014

· Science fair judge, Alachua County Regional Science and Engineering Fair, 2014
Service to the Profession

· Presider, ASTE Annual International Conference, 2016

· Reviewer, School Science and Mathematics, 2015-present

· Editorial board member, Contemporary Issues in Technology and Teacher Education-Science Education Section, 2015-present
· Registration Volunteer, ASTE Annual International Conference, 2015

· Proposal reviewer, ASTE Annual International Conference, 2014-present
· Proposal reviewer, NARST Annual International Conference, 2014
Service to the Department
· Member, TEEL Chair Selection Committee, 2016
· Key Personnel, CEEDAR Universal Design for Learning  Enhancement Project (Principal Investigator: Dr. Stacie Whinnery), 2015-present
· Key personnel, Recruiting Impassioned STEM Educators (Principal Investigator: Dr. John Pecore), 2015-present
· Member, Teaching and Learning ad hoc committee, 2015
· Member, Evaluation and Assessment of Teaching ad hoc committee, 2015
· Facilitator, FTCE Elementary Education review sessions, 2015 
· Member, Curriculum and Assessment ad hoc committee, 2014-2015
Service to the College/University

· Faculty volunteer, School-age Summer Camp, Educational Research Center for Child Development, 2016

· Score counselor, Northwest Florida Regional Science Olympiad, 2016
· Faculty volunteer, President’s Scholarship Competition, 2016
· Faculty volunteer, Explore UWF! Open House, 2016

· Representative, Professional Education Council, 2015-present
Grants

· Creating and Communicating Integrated Informal Education Experiences for a Local Learning Ecosystem (Primary Investigator: Dr. Karen Evans), UWF Quality Enhancement Project, $6000, 8/8/15-present, Role: Co-Primary Investigator.

· Technology-infused Science Teacher Education for the 21st Century, UWF Instructional Technology Enhancement Project, $42,600, 4/3/15-8/5/16, Role: Primary Investigator
Honors and Awards 

· Emerge Fellow, College of Education and Professional Studies, University of West Florida, 2015-2016

· University of Florida Graduate Fellow, University of Florida, 2006-2009
· Elizabeth and William F. Leonard Endowment Scholarship, University of Florida, 2006
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