
 
Getting Started in Undergraduate Research 

 

What is Undergraduate Research: Students can participate in 

research in any discipline, from math and science, to art and theatre, to 

history and criminal justice.  If you aren’t sure what research looks like in your discipline, talk to your professors about 

what their own research and scholarship looks like – Where do they publish articles? What conferences do they attend? 

And what are they doing when they aren’t in a class?  

Models of Undergraduate Research:  
 The student assists a faculty member on his/her research project 

 The student conducts a research project with his/her classmates as part of a course assignment 

 The student develops and carries out his/her own research project 

How Does Course Credit and/or Funding Work? 
 Some students will find that courses they are taking have a research component to them – read course 

catalogues or talk to your advisors for recommendations to find these courses 

 For larger research projects, students in some departments can enroll for course credit specifically designed for 
research projects. Course titles vary by department, but may include Directed Study, Independent Research, or 
Capstone. Again, check with your department advisors for details on how this works in your department. 

 Some students may get a paid research assistant position.  OUR programs that pay students include the OUR 
Works! Program for Federal Work Study eligible students and the OUR Summer Undergraduate Research 
Program (SURP).  

 Some students may choose to volunteer their time to work on a research project.   

Mentoring in Undergraduate Research:  A key component of undergraduate research projects is that they 

are not completed in isolation, but are instead mentored by a faculty member.  In many cases, it is the faculty mentoring 

that moves a project from merely a class assignment into a true undergraduate research project. As you are beginning to 

discuss your research project with your faculty mentor, you should think about a plan for continued interaction with 

your mentor – How will your mentor’s area of expertise support your research project? How often will you meet and 

discuss your research activities?  

You want to have enough interaction with your research mentor that s/he can provide constructive feedback and 

insights as you move through all phases of your research project – from developing your initial plan, to laying out a 

project timeline, to working through your research projects and dealing with obstacles or selecting between multiple 

options for next steps, and finally, to disseminating your research project outcomes.  Not only should you not have to 

“go it alone” through the research process, but engaging with your faculty mentor will help you think critically about 

your project and plan for the best possible project.  As well, observing first-hand how a professional responds to 

obstacles or strategizes will prove to be an invaluable experience as you build your own professional identity.  

How to Find a Faculty Mentor: 
 Be engaged in your classes – sometimes faculty will invite students to work on a research project 

 Be proactive – set up appointments with professors to talk about research opportunities. Offer to volunteer a 

few hours a week to help out however possible – cleaning glassware in a chemistry lab or brushes in an art 

studio are great ways to demonstrate your commitment, learn proper techniques, and become part of the 

“team” 

 Attend the UWF Student Scholars Symposium in April of each year – this is a great way to see what your peers 

are working on, talk to undergrad researchers about how they got started, and catch up with faculty who are 

already working with undergrad researchers 


