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L ookING Back: THE 2003 M EETING IN NEw ORLEANS
Steve Hobbs, SEPA President

How does one measurethe value of aprofessiona meeting? For some, it might beindicated by the number of
presentations, especialy in one’ sareaof interest, or by the prestige of the keynote speakers. For others, valuemay come
fromanideagenerated from reading aposter, skillsrefined inaworkshop, animportant research collaboration established
over dinner, reunionswith old friends, or the chance to mentor astudent. Certainly our 2003 meeting provided a
smorgasbord of valuable opportunitiesfor thosewho were ableto attend.

New Orleanswith al itsattractions beckoned, the weather cooperated, strained budgetswereignored, and the
program itself appealed to themembership: atota of 1460 personswereofficially in attendance. Early registrantswere
treated to aWel come Reception that, for thefirst time, was scheduled concurrently with poster sessionsand accessto our
vendors. Thefollowing night’s Presidential Reception was a so enhanced thisyear through the generous sponsorship of
McGraw-Hill’'sCollegeDivision.

Thegenera theme of the 2003 meeting was* Psychological Scienceand ItsApplications,” and presentationsby the
various keynote speakerswere certainly in keeping with that focus. Speakerssponsored infull by the SEPA included Robert
Sellers (CEPO keynote speaker) from the University of Michigan, Gary Wells (Rosecrans speaker) from lowa State
University, and ChristinaMad ach (Siegdl-Wallston speaker) fromthe University of California, San Diego. TheAPA
Distinguished Scientist addresswas delivered by Carol Dwyer of the Educational Policy Leadership Ingtitute, and David
Washburn from GeorgiaState University and the L anguage Research Center wasthe Psi Chi Distinguished Lecturer. 1liness
prevented usfrom having our first ever APSWilliam James L ecture, but APS Executive Director Alan Kraut ably filled inwith
aninformative question and answer session. Andwe cannot overlook our fine Presidential Address* Themaking of a
gerontol ogist: Weaving personal threadsthrough psychology,” delivered by Dick Tucker of theUniversity of Central Florida.

Not surprisingly, submissionsto our 2002 meeting weredown following theterrorist attacks, but wewere pleased to
seethingsrebounding in 2003. Thus, evenwith areturnto amore stringent acceptance standard, the size of the program
grew, especialy intermsof the number of symposia. Ananaysisof program topic areasreveal ed considerable breadth,
regardless of presentation type (posters, papers, Symposia, interest groups, keynote addresses and workshops). Certainly
we can expect another great programin Atlantain 2004 under the direction of Program Chair Al Finch and with the support
of our Golden Jubilee Committee chaired by JamesPeate.

e N
GETTING THE WoRrD Out: WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Do you have something youwould liketo haveincludedin
either the next SEPA Newdl etter or the SEPA Website?
Pleasedirect any material, questions, commentsto:
Drs. MariaLavooy or Michag Newlin
Department of Psychology
University of Centra Florida
1519 Clearlake Road
Cocoa, FL 32922

(321) 632-1111 ext. 65598
(321) 690-2114 (fax)

mlavooy @pegasus.cc.ucf.edu
or
mnewlin@pegasus.cc.ucf.edu
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Ps CHi a1 SEPA 2003

AlvinY.Wang, Southeastern Regiond Ps Chi Vice Pradent
Onceagain, Ps Chi had afull and exciting program of eventsat the 2003 annua meeting of SEPA. Thisyear PS Chi’'s
keynote spesker wasProfessor David Washburn from GeorgiaState University. Inkeepingwith SEPA'sthemeof
“Psychologica Scienceand ItsApplications” Dr. Washburn'spresentationwason “ Human FactorsApplicationsof ‘ Monkey
Factors Research.”

Severd Ps Chi sessonswere scheduled with sudents’ interestsin
mind. Two of Ps Chi’smost popular panel discussonsweredevotedto
hel ping students preparefor graduate school . Over onehundred students
attended these sessions. Inaddition, studentsweretreated toanewly
deveoped Ps Chi pand discussonon*® TheVdueof Undergraduate
Research.” Thisdiscussionwasled by Dr. Warren Joneswhoistheeditor
of Ps Chi’sJournal of Undergraduate Research.

Findly, theever-popular Ps Chi Hospitdity suitewasavailaolefor
atendeesto chat, snack onrefreshments, or just rest thelr sorefeet. The
auitewasgracioudy hosted by sudentsfromfour Ps Chi chapters: Loyola
Universty of New Orleans, TulaneUniversity, Xavier University, and
Covenant College. Onthefind day of theconference, Ps Chi’sVice
President for the Southeastern Region Dr. AlvinWang hosted an
gppreciationluncheonfor faculty advisors. Theluncheon menu conssted of
New Orleansmuffa ettasandwiches, accompanied by an assortment of
Zapp'spotato chips. Thedessert tray included variousmoonpiesand the
beverageof choicewas, of course—RC cola...

Psi Chi’s 2003 SEPA Distinguished Lecturer
David Washburn (right) and Alvin Wang, Psi
Chi Southeastern Regional Vice-President.

GoLpeN JusiLEE M EETING IN 2004
JamesL. Pate, Golden Jubilee Committee Chair and SEPA Historian

TheGolden Jubilee Committeeiscomposed of FrancesDunham, SheilaEyberg, Raymond Fowler, Jennifer Friday,
EllenKimmel, JulieLyon (sudent representative), Harold Moon, and JamesL . Pate (chair). Ex officio membersareAl Finch,
Rosemary Hays- Thomas, Stephen Hobbs, and Richard Tucker. Thecommittee hasdeve oped plansfor the cel ebration but
we comessuggestionsof other waysinwhichto ceebratethe SEPA sfiftieth annua meseting.

TheCommitteeisplanning areception-buffet for Friday evening. Thedetallsof theevent arenot complete, but the
committeeisplanning variousentertainmentsfor that evening. Inadditionto drinks, food, and music, thecommitteeis
congdering having caricaturigts, balloon artists, mimes, and strolling magiciansat thereception. Historica displaysmay be
arranged on pogter boardsat thereception-buffet. If you have earlier SEPA documentsor photographs, please contact James
Pate (j pate@gsu.edu or 404-351-2199) about the possibility of digplaying those documentsduring that evening.

Ellen Kimméd isorganizing are-union typeevent of peoplewho have beeninvolvedinthework of the Commissionon
the Status of Women and of the Committee on Equdlity of Professiond Opportunity (CEPO). If youwereinvolvedinthose
activities, pleasecontact Ellen Kimmd (kimme @tempest.coedu.usf.edu).

Theusud history sess ons(departmentd histories, eminent southeastern psychol ogists, psychol ogy inthe Southeast, and
thehigtorian’slecture) will have both an historica and acd ebratory component. Past presidentsand charter memberswill be
involvedinsevera specid sessons. Oneof themoreexciting possibilitiesisasessonentitled“What | Wish | Had SadinMy
Presdentid Address,” whichisbeing organized by David Clement.
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CEPO REePoORT
HarrietteW. Richard, CEPO Chair

Theprogramming for CEPO at the SEPA conventionin New Orleansoffered new and exciting activitiestoan
aready stellar line-up. Thiswasthefirs year of the SERPA/CEPO invited speaker event. Dr Robert Sdllers, Professor at
Universty of Michigan, addressed theassembly on“ Racid | dentity Matters AfricanAmericansand Sdlf-esteem.” The
historical and empirica evidenceof thebuffering effect of racid identity hasimplicationsfor continued researchinthe
areaof psychologica distressand often monoalithicway inwhich groupsare characterized. Thequestion and ansver
sessonthat followed Dr. Sdllers presentation wasahighlight for many conference attendees.

Thisyear’sSEPA keynotewas Dr. Daniel Dodgen from the Public Policy Officeof theAPA. Hispresentation
on LegidativeAdvocacy took the parti cipantsthrough themaking of abill and gave using ght on exactly whereand how
we can makethat input effective. Thetypesof legidation, governmenta websites, guiddinesfor effectiveinput, and
understanding thecultureof political advocacy madefor alively discussonandintroduced anew typeof involvement at
thisyear’ sconvention.

M ore student researchersthan ever before— 206 accepted — participated in CEPO’s Undergraduate Research
Poster Session conducted by Dr. PamelaG. Banksand Dr. Kaye Sy, Jackson State University, thiswasa so thefirst
year of on-linesubmissions. The hard work of the committee and student participation resulted in another successful
two-day poster presentation and well-crafted program bookl et of accepted abstracts.

Dr. LindaJones, Belmont Universty, chaired the student research avard committee. Thewinnerswere Robert
Turner, Krigtine Jacquin, and ChrisCardenfor “ Theindependent influence of socia and economic satusof the
defendant on jury decisonmakinginahomicidetrid” and TeresaWise, Nod DiSerafino, Jack McGuire, andVaerie
Sims, University of Centra Horida, for “ Gender issuesin theacceptability of naming optionsfor women.” Amanda
Brown, University of North Carolinaat Charlotte, and J. Neil Bearden, University of North Carolinaat Chapel Hill,
wererecognizedfor their submission.

Alively Graduate Student Network sessionwaschaired by Andrew Christopher, Albion College, Albion, M.
Thetopic* Managing Rel ationshipsin Graduate School” adlowed the presenters Pam Marek (Anderson College) Cynthia
Koenig (. Mary’sCollegeof Maryland) and Jason Jones (University of Delaware) to explore, inform, guideand
exchangeideaswiththeaudienceon arangeof networksand interactions.

TheMinority Interest Group presented Dr. Cheryl Forkner, Clemson University. Dr. Forkner’ sdiscussion
centered around hel ping scholarsunderstand the context and presentation of their researchideas. Practica information
was given each participant regarding the how, why, when, and where of research asthetitle” ResearchfromAto Z”
unfolded to encourage him or her to examinether gpproach to specific research questions. Theco-chairsof this
committeewere Dr. Rosemary Phelps, University of Georgia, and Dr. Seka Turner, Univeraty of Fittsburgh.

Last, but not least, an exceptiond presentation wasgiven by graduate sudentsfromthe University of Cincinnati.
Dr. Kathy Burlew moderated the presentation entitled * Risk and resiliencefactorsintheoutcomesof highrisk youth.”
BridgetteMitchell, KynaGriffith, and NatashaBuchanan examined such medi ating factorsas nei ghborhood/community,
persona competence and academic achievement.

Thenew CEPO chairisDr. Patricial..N. Donat, Mississippi University for Women. Shehasbeenvery activein
SEPA and | know will continuetheexce lent programming, faculty, and student parti ci pation that hasgrown throughout
theyears. It hasbeen my pleasureto continuethegodsof CEPO, to actively advocate professiond equality for
women, minorities, thed derly, men of color, aswell asphysically challenged psychologigts. It hasbeen my pleasureto
serveasanon-voting SEPA executive committee member and your representative. Thank youfor giving methechance
tofurther our causeof professond equa opportunity.



THE M AKING OF A CONVENTION ...

AND OTHER NEwWSs FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
Rosemary Hays- Thomas, SEPA Administrative Officer

Oneof theinteresting tasksfor the Administrative Officer isthe organization of the Convention. It's
acomplex puzzleand dl the pieceshaveto fit together for asatisfying experiencefor our members.

Firstthereisthesite. Atleast two yearsbefore ameeting, we begin the process of

selectingasite. Welook at citiesthat arefavoritesof our membersor arerecommended by them. We describe
our requirementsand the dateswe prefer, and hotelsmake proposalsto us. | usualy visit the property to seeif it
will “work” for us. Thenwe negotiate on matterssuch asroom rates, other costsand obligations, and amenities.

| havejust signed contractswith the Renaissance Nashville Hotel and the Nashville Convention Center to
host our 2005 meeting. Wewere ableto secure afavorable contract by agreeing to move our meeting afew
weeksinto early April, Wednesday evening the 7" through Saturday noonthe 10,  Thishotel isan attractive
downtown facility within easy walking distance of interesting placesand nightlife. Nashvilleiseasy toreach by
planeor car and will beour first meeting in the northern end of our regionin severa years. We hopeyou will

)

\

Next thereisthe program. We depend on you, our members, to submit your
research and other proposalsfor consideration. The Administrative Office now managesthe processof mailing
proposalsto reviewers, receiving and tabul ating the eval uations, and organi zing the sessions once the Program
Chair and Committee haveidentified thoseto beincluded on the program. Over the next few year swe expect
to move some of this activity to electronic processing to reduce the volume of postage and paper and
increase the efficiency of the process.

Thisyear wetried scheduling an opening poster session during thereception onthefirst evening, with
registration and exhibits open at the sametimeandinthesamearea. Thisseemed towork well andto bewell
received by attendees so we planto includethat format next year. Wea sowill arrangethe poster roomswith
more spacefor peopleto move around asthey view the posters. Assigning theindividua presentationsto ses-
sions/days/times'roomsisexceedingly complex and, once® set,” isvery difficult to changewithout creating new
problems.

_

Thenthereistheplan for financing the convention. Wetry to keep our members

costsreasonabl e by negotiating for good roomrates. 1n contracting with ahotel, we agreethat our attendeeswill
useaspecific number of room/nightsand that we will spend aguaranteed minimum onfood and beverageat the
receptions. Inreturn, weask for waiversof meeting room rental (weusealL OT of meeting roomsfor aconven-
tion of our size) and good roomrates. |f wedo not fill our room block, there arefinancial consequences—which
iswhy we urge you to stay at the convention hotel and to identify yourself as a SEPA attendee when
making your reservation.



Food and beverage expenditures are the largest cost to us at the convention. Wewant to

increase advertisingin our convention program, exhibits by vendorsduring the convention, and sponsorship
of events. At our last convention, McGraw-Hill’ s sponsorship defrayed part of the cost of the Presidential
reception. Please think about organizations or vendorswho might beinterested in sponsoring,
exhibiting, or advertising with us, particularly for our Golden Jubilee. Have them contact the
Administrative Office, or give usinformation so that we may contact them. Think about who would
benefit from contact with 1500-2500 psychologistsand studentsin the Southeast? Whoin the
Atlantaareamight want usto know about them?
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Some Other |deas

We areworking on some other thingsthat we hopewill serveyou better. The Executive Committee
hasasked ustoinvestigatethe use of credit cardsfor payment by members. We are updating our computer
system and will begin doing morethingse ectronically and by use of our Web page, which will saveconsid-
erably onmailing costs. The Golden Jubilee Committeeisplanning several specia thingsto cel ebrate our
50" anniversary next MarchinAtlanta. Wehopeyou will join usin celebrating thisspecia occasion. Linda
and | are opento suggestionson how the Administrative Office can better serve the membership of SEPA.

| MPORTANT DATES

October 1, 2003
Conference submissionspostmark deadline

February 11, 2004
AtlantaHilton Hotel Reservations

February 15, 2004
ConferenceAdvance Registration deadline




ScieNTIFIC CoNFERENCE PROCEDURES AND CuUsTOMS
Steve Hobbs, SEPA President

Each year the Program Chair, Admini strative Officer and AdministrativeA ssistant encounter difficult
issuesthat can rufflefeathersand/or inconvenience conference attendees. 1n most casesthese problemscan
be avoided by attention to points such asthefollowing:

1. Pay careful attention to deadlinesand instructionswhen submitting conference proposals. Errors
and omissionsarefairly common, dowing thereview process.

2. Itisexpected that proposalsrepresent original contributionsof the author(s) and have not been
presented or submitted to other venues.

3. Acceptanceccriteriafor proposal sto the annual meeting have beentightened. Themost common
reasonsfor reviewersto givelow ratingsare poorly prepared abstracts and evidencethat datahave not yet
been collected and analyzed.

4. Proposasare evauated on the basis of thetype of presentation indicated (oral, poster,
symposium, workshop, etc.). Thus, itisnot possibleto changefrom onetypeto another, except inthose
cases of papersand posterswherethe authors haveindicated awillingnessto switch between thesetwo
formatson theproposal cover sheet if there are programmatic advantagesin doing so. Onceaproposal has
been accepted and programmed, further changes cannot be made.

5. Especidly inthe case of symposia, al presentersand/or discussants should befully committed to
participate prior to thetime of submission. Oncethe program hasbeen established, changesin participants
cannot be madein the printed program. Beawarethat presentations are schedul ed throughout the meeting,
and the complexity of scheduling preventsus, except invery rare circumstances, from considering preferred
times. Proposalsshould not be submitted unlessthe presenter(s) agree(s) to be availablewhenever their
sessionisscheduled throughout the meeting dates.

6. If apresenter learnsthat he or sheisunavoidably prevented from attending the conference, itis
appropriatefor aco-author to makethe presentation. If thisisnot possible, notify the SEPA office assoon
aspractical and thiscan beincluded in the conference addendum. The session chair should a so be notified
so that an announcement can be made, in the session, regarding the program change. Currently, the SEPA
doesnot publish conference abstracts. Therefore, cancelled presentations should not beincluded on
curriculum vitae, evenif they appear in the printed program.

( SEPA Conference 2004: ) ( SEPA Conference 2005: )
March 10-13 April 7-10
Atlanta, Nashville,
Georgia Tennessee

@ @
) Renaissance Nashville Hotel
TheAtlanta Hilton and Nashville Convention
\_ J \__ Center )




2003 SEPA SeeciaL Torics GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH AWARDS

VaerieWhittlesey, SEPA Executive Committee, Member-at-Large
Theseawardswere originally established and supported through agrant from APA's Science Directorateto
encourage more convention submissionsfrom graduate studentsin subject areastraditionally lesswel | represented
on the program. Beginning two yearsago, funding has been provided solely by SEPA. In accordancewitha
decision made by the SEPA Executive Committee at the 2000 meeting, thetopicswerelimited tothree areas. cross
culturd, animal-biologica, and developmenta.

Submissionsto each of thisyear’s categorieswere evaluated by at |east threefaculty reviewerswith
expertiseinthat area. Based on these eval uations, two excellent abstractswere sel ected for recognition: onein
crosscultural and onein developmental. Thewinnersof the Special Topics Graduate Student Research awards
ae

Cross-Cultural Psychology Category
Perceiving Similarity: A Cross-Cultura Investigation of Prgjudiceand Aggression
MariosB. Argyrides, Jerrold L. Downey, Anissal.. Moody, and TeraS. Mikula
Tennessee State University

Developmental Psychology Category
Investigating Inhibition in Preschoolers: A Modified Stroop Task
Sarah E. Cummins-Sebree, Meenakshi Lambha, KatherineKipp, and Ami Patel
University of Georgia

Thefirst author for each winning submission received acheck of $200 and presented apaper fromthe
researchinaspecial SEPA session on Friday, May 28, at 9:00 am. Congratul ationsto thewinners!




OUuUTSTANDING PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATION AWARDS FOR 2003
Sater E. Newman, SEPA Executive Committee, Member-at-Large

Threepapersweretiedfor firs placein thisyear’s SEPA/A PA Outstanding Professiona Paper Award
competition. Recipients, each of whom received a$400 award, were:

Dr. CatherineBagwell
Co-authors. Sarah Bender, CristinaAndreass, Tracy Kinoshita, Staci Montarello and Jason Muller.
“Friendship and psychosocid adjustment inearly adulthood.”
Univerdty of Richmond

Dr.VirginiaDeRoma
Co-authors Kerry Lassiter, VirginiaDavis, and KeithManaker
“ Adolescent preferencesfor involvement and focuson parent in correction sequences.”
TheCitadd

Dr.Kevin Kieffer
“Conceptionsof theworking dliance: Attemptsat deve oping therapist types.”
SantLeoUniversty

Thisisthethird year for theseawards, funded through agrant from the APA Science Directorate. Fourteen
papersweresd ected for fina review based onthequdity of their abstracts. Then, each paper anditsord presentation
wereeva uated during the Convention. To our evauators“ THANK YOU, VERY MUCH!” They are:

RonadBelter Univergty of West Horida
LynnBoulter CaawbaCollege

Joan Duer University of West Florida

Scott Hutchens DdtaStateUniversty
EliseLabbe Universty of SouthAlabama
Jennifer Lucas Agnes Scott College
JudithRhue OhioUniversaty

Amy Shedoin Nationa Child Advocacy Center
JuttaStreet Barton College
GeorgeWhiteheed Sdisoury Universty

Our Committee encouragesyou to condder partici pating in next year’ sSAwards competition. Questionsabout
thisprogram should be addressed to Dr. Sater E. Newman, Chair, SEPA Outstanding Professi ona Paper Award
Committee, Department of Psychology, North CarolinaState University, Raeigh, NC 27695-7801, Phone (919) 515
1728, FAX (919) 515-1716, email dater newman@ncsu.edu. Other membersof thisyear’ scommitteeareLynn

Boulter, CatawbaCollegeand Lillian Range, University of Southern Mississippi. We look forwardto seeingyouin
ATLANTA!

-

NomiNnaTION NOTICE! )

Thefollowing individua shaveexpressed interest in being nominated for the upcoming e ection:

Presdent: Chizukolzawa, TulaneUniversity
\_ Member-at-Large: MariaJ. Lavooy, University of Centra Horida )
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SEPA WEBSITE AND NEWSLETTER: CoMING oF AGE!
MariaLavooy & Michael Newlin, SEPA Newd etter Editors

Thenewly-revised SEPA website (sepaonline.com) hasbeen very activethisyear! Therehaveaready been
over 21,000 visitsto thehomepage! Thewebsite containsquiteabit of information that may beinterestingtothe
membersof SEPA. Thesite containsinformation about the 2003 conferencein New Orleans, the 2004 conferencein
Atlanta, important deadlines, el ection news, contact information for the executive committee, etc. Whenever you havea
question about anything SEPA, thewebsitewill likely havean answer for you. If you find that thereis something that
youwould liketo seeonthesite, just et usknow (mnewlin@pegasus.cc.ucf.edu) and wewill do our very best to make
theaddition. Wearein the process of updating the sitefor the 2004 conference, so now isagood timeto let usknow
what youwould liketo see onthewebsite. Thanksfor all the positive feedback regarding the new |ook of the
homepage!

The SEPA newdl etter hasalso changed dramatically (asyou can probably tell sinceyou arereading thisona
computer instead of paper). Thisyear, the newd etter was converted to be entirely web-based. Shortly, wewill bee-
mailing everyonewith asummary of the newdetter storiesand thelinks. 1f youwould likeanything to beadded to the
newdetter, et usknow using thee-mail addresslisted earlier inthisarticle. Thenicest part of aweb-based newdetteris
that we can update and expand the contentswithout having to mail out anew copy to everyone. Wedo want to give
specid thanksto the members of the Executive Committee who provided much vision and assistancewith the
conversion to theweb.

We hope everyone hasawonderful summer and look forward to seeing you inAtlantain 2004!

The SEPA Website addressis:
http://www.sepaonline.com/

REMINDERS! !

(NOTICEZ Have You MoveDp? )

If you have moved within thelast six months, or plan
to move soon, please submit your new address to the
SEPA office before August 15". Your change of
address can then be processed before the Call for
Papers goes out in the fall.

Don’t forgettosendin

Please keep your address as up-to-date as possible at ; ;
al times. Thispreventsdelaysin your mail, decreases your 2003 Nominations
SEPA's postage costs, and keeps your name on the befor eAugust 1%, 2003!

current mailing list.

Send all address or name changes to sepa@uwf.edu

or mail to:
SEPA
Psychology Department
University of West Florida
K Pensacola, FL 32514 j

-10-



