
Resolution 2016.6 

 
 

Board of Trustees 

Commendation of Judith A. Bense as President Emeritus 
 

 

WHEREAS,  President Judith A. Bense has given 36 years of unwaivering service to the 

University of West Florida; and  

WHEREAS,  long before being named the Fifth President of UWF, Judith Bense was a vital 

force in the growth and progress of the university; and  

WHEREAS,  since arriving at UWF on December 31, 1979, President Bense has served with 

distinction in numerous leadership roles, including becoming the first 

academic department chair of the department of anthropology & 

archaeology, founder of the archaeology institute and founder of the 

florida public archeology network; and 

WHEREAS,  President Bense, as UWF’s chief executive officer since July 1, 2008, has 

provided exceptional leadership to the university, raising it to unprecedented 

levels of accomplishment in all of its missions – teaching, research, service, 

growth, community engagement, economic enhancement, state and national 

recognition, improving student life – and touching the lives of countless 

individuals served by the institution; and 

WHEREAS,  in addition to her responsibilities as president, Judith Bense was actively 

involved in the greater Pensacola chamber board of directors, florida’s 

council of 100, the president’s coalition of northwest florida, and the 

downtown rotary of Pensacola. She is an active member of higher education 

organizations, including the florida association of colleges and universities, 

the gulf south conference, the american association of state colleges and 

universities, and the national collegiate athletic association; and 

WHEREAS,  as a result of President Bense’s vision, drive, hard work and leadership, the 

UWF Argos kicked off their first football season in the Blue Wahoos 

Stadium on September 10, 2016, within a sea of blue and green, UWF students, 

faculty, staff and community members witnessed history in the making; and 

WHEREAS,  under the guidance of President Bense, major gifts and endowments to the 

university increased significantly and UWF’s 50th anniversary capital 

campaign will officially kick off with two thirds of the goal already met; and 

WHEREAS,  in recognition of her academic and research achievements, president bense 

has received numerous awards and honors, including induction into the 

order Isabella de Catholica by King Juan Carlos of Spain, the Harrington 

lifetime achievement award for historical archaelogy, the Libery Bell Award 

from the Pensacola chapter of freedoms foundation at valley forge; and 

WHEREAS,  President Bense was recognized as emerging leader of the year from the 

Pensacola business journal, woman of the year from the santa rosa county 

chamber of commerce, sportsman of the year from the Pensacola sports 

association and number one in the 2012 pensacola power list from the 

independent news; and 



 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That the Board of Trustees for the University of West 

Florida, meeting this day, December 8, 2016, hereby extends its utmost appreciation to 

Judith A. Bense for her leadership and outstanding service to the University of West 

Florida, and extends its sincere and heartfelt best wishes for much happiness and 

success to her as she embarks upon the next chapter of her life; and be it further 

RESOLVED  That the Board of Trustees confers upon Judith A, Bense the title, President 

Emeritus of the University of West Florida, with all the privileges pertaining thereto, 

effective January 1, 2017.   
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