Commonly misspelled words:

Admissible (not admissable) Same with permissible and reversible

allege 
(No “d”)

appealed 
(Past tense has only one “L”)

argument
(no “e” in the middle)

breach
(your breech is behind you)

causal 
(related to the cause; not casual)

comparative (even though involve comparisons)

decedent 
(Dead person; offspring=descendant)

defendant
(-ant, not -ent) 

exercise
(no “z”)

forbear
(= to refrain;  forebear = ancestor;  

foreseeability
(foresee and ability)

indictment


judgment
(no “e”)

merchantability
(merchant and ability)

personalty
(personal property)

plaintiff
(party who files a lawsuit)

privilege
(no “d”)

realty

(real property)

rescission 
(ending a contract; you rescind it)

respondent  
(Unlike defendant, this ends in -ent)

separation 
(second vowel = an “a” ; not “e”)

subpoena

supersede
(no “c”)

tenant

(person who leases property from a landlord)

therefore
(if omit second “e”, then word means “for this or that”)

threshold
(only one “h” in the middle)

trespass
(one “s” in the middle and two on the end)
waiver
(if omit “i”, then word means something very different...waver)

Check Word Usage - frequently confused words

advice, advise

- advice is a noun meaning an opinion.

- advise is a verb meaning to give advice.

Accrue, incur
- accrue generally has a positive connotation; money in the bank accrues interest.  Incur generally has a negative connotation; you incur liabilities, expenses or losses.

Admission, admittance
- Under the Federal Rules of Evidence, an admission is any statement made by a party, whether it helps or hurts.  Admittance relates only to entering.

Affect, effect
- to affect is to influence (verb); to effect is to bring about, to cause, result (noun): “The argument visibly affected the jury and it ultimately effected a settlement of the case.”
Allude, refer

- to allude to something is to refer to it indirectly without naming it.

And, &

- use “and” (not &) unless the & is part of the name of a business or professional organization.

And/or

- avoid using this; can be ambiguous.

Appellant, appellee

- the person taking an appeal is an appellant.  The person who defends the appeal is an appellee.

Apply


- you apply rules to facts, not the other way around.

Arguable, arguably

- when used to refer to an issue, it means one on which reasonable people could differ.  An arguable position is not a strong position but merely a position an advocate could argue with a straight fact.  

Assure, insure, ensure 
- assure = to make sure or to promise, e.g., “I assure you that I am honest.”  It also means to promise, as in “I assure you that the news is true.”  To insure means to guarantee against loss.  Ensure means to make certain of, as in “I will ensure the shipment gets to you.”



Because, since, for, as
- causation is critical in legal analysis and writing.  Because expresses causation most directly and unambiguously.   All other words are weaker: “Since” has a connotation of time.  “As” may mean while or when.  “For” is expected to be used as a preposition.   “The reason why” is redundant.

By law, bylaw 
- by law is something required or permitted under a law.  A bylaw is an organizational principle for a corporation or local unit of government.

Can, may

- “Can” refers to the ability to accomplish something.  “May” refers to permission.

Capital, capitol
- “capitol” is a building in which a state or national government meets.  “Capital” is everything else, including the city in which the capitol is located, assets of a corporation, and death penalty (capital offense)

Compare to, compare with
- Compare to is used in making an analogy between unlike items.  Compare with is used in comparing like items.

Complement, compliment
- complement is to complete: “The regulations complement the statute.”  Compliment is to flatter.

Connote, denote

- connote is what a word suggests.  Denote is what a word means.

Counsel, council

- Counsel as a verb means to advise; as a noun = a lawyer or lawyers.  A council is a group of people serving in an administrative, legislative, or advisory capacity.

Criteria, criterion

- Criteria is plural; criterion is singular.

Disinterested, uninterested
- if someone is impartial or has no bias or gain, that person is a disinterested person.  If someone is not interested in a subject, the correct word is uninterested.

Desires, wants
- desires (verb) connotes a deep longing or craving for something like sex or Haagen-Dazs.  Use “wants” instead.

Dicta, dictum
- dicta is plural of dictum.

First, firstly

- to enumerate points, use first, second, etc.  (Not firstly, secondly...).  Don’t start with “First of all...” you sound irritated.

Former, latter
- requires the reader to look back to figure out which is which.  Don’t use them.

Ground, grounds

- both can refer to a single reason or basis: “Chen refused to perform on the ground that the contract was illegal.”  “Chen refused to perform on the grounds that the contract was illegal.”
Guilty, innocent, liable
- guilty refers to a conviction of a crime.  Liable refers to the responsibility to pay civil damages.  The distinction depends on whether the matter is criminal or noncriminal.  In criminal law, the opposite of guilty is not innocent, but rather not guilty.  A verdict of not guilty does not necessarily mean that the jury believed the defendant was innocent (only that prosecution did not prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt).

Imply, infer

- to imply means to hint or express indirectly.  To infer means to interpret from something known or assumed; to conclude from evidence, to deduce.

Lessor, lessee
- the landlord is the lessor, and the tenant is the lessee.

Libel, liable

- libel is written or printed defamation, liable refers to the responsibility to pay civil damages.

May, might

- both describe events that could happen from the present on.  “The car may/might explode.”  Only might is past tense.  “He thought the car might explode, but it did not.”
Mortgagor, mortgagee
- the person who gives a mortgage is the mortgagor.  The person to whom the property is mortgaged is the mortgagee.  The mortgagee is usually a banking institution.

Motion, move
- a litigant moves or makes a motion for something, like summary judgment.  A litigant does not “motion for summary judgment”; A motion is used only as a noun in this context.  

Oral, verbal

- oral means spoken, not written, and literally means “from the mouth.”  Verbal means “in words” whether the words are spoken or written. Hence, a contract not in writing is an oral contract.

Parol, parole

- Parol (adjective) meaning “oral”.  Parole is when prisoners are released under supervision.

Principal, principle
- principal is a noun meaning the main thing or the head person, as in the principal of a school.  Principle is a noun meaning a rule.

Prove, show

- facts are proved.  Legal conclusions are shown (can’t be proved.

Purchase, sale
- sales transaction from the seller’s view = sale; from the buyer’s view = purchase.

Rational, rationale

- rational = reasonable;   rationale (noun) = reasoning.

Said

- there are many words that are more precise than this; each has its own definition: admitted, advised, alleged, asserted, claimed, contended, disclosed, indicated, informed, represented, revealed, stipulated, testified.

Stationary, stationery
- one means not moving, the other refers to writing paper.
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