


TOPIC WORKSHEET 

 (
Write a one-sentence summary of the topic you need to research. Write the statement, as you would explain it to a classmate.                      
 
What are the best 
teaching
 
methods
 to use in the 
ESL 
classroom?
)




1. Underline the keywords in your statement that would be good search terms.

2. Do any of the keywords have synonyms, variant spellings, equivalent terms, abbreviations, or acronyms that might be used in your search?  List additional terms below.  

     	ESL, ESOL, English as a Second Language   /   methods, techniques   /    teaching, instruction                




3. Should any of the words listed among the keywords or synonyms appear as phrases or in a string?  Pair the words with proximity operators or if you are searching the Internet use double quotation marks to link the words “      ”.

FirstSearch: English w3 second near language     Internet: “English as a second language”



4. Determine the form of truncation (stemming) for the terms or as appropriate use wildcard character/s.              WilsonWeb:  Wom?n           FirstSearch: teach*           Internet: teach*




5. How do you need to group the keywords?  OR is used to link terms which have the same meaning.  The operator AND links all concepts which must appear to satisfy your search needs.  If unrelated or irrelevant documents might be included in your search it might be appropriate to exclude the unwanted hits by using NOT, AND NOT or BUT NOT.  The just mentioned operators will indicate what should not appear in the results list. 
 
		(teach? or instruct?) AND (techniques or method?) AND (ESL or ESOL or EFL)	
 
6. What additional term/s did you find in yours results to broaden or narrow your search?  What subject heading/s did you encounter that is/are on target? 
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