





1.  How to choose a research topic.

	a.  Choose a topic to research that is of interest to you, if you have the freedom. 
	b.  Ensure that the topic is within your instructor’s guidelines.
	c.  Consider topics that are mentioned in your course curriculum.
	d.  Consider topics covered or discussed in class.
	
2.  Reasons the topic may not work.

	a.  Insufficient resources available, topic is too narrow.
	b.  Topic is too broad.
	c.  You received too many “hits” on your search.  For instance, you searched for “special education” and received two million “hits.”  After reviewing one hundred of them, you find that they are not providing the information you were looking for.  Focus on one aspect of the subject: for example, “Inclusive methods for teaching science in a middle-school environment.” 

3.  Other possible means to refine and define your topic

	a.  Currency; limit your discussion to only the last few years.
	b.  Focus on one aspect of the topic: for example, “Learning strategies or best practices for teaching language arts in preschool through kindergarten.” 
	c.  Choose a topic that is controversial.  These tend to offer various points of view that can be analyzed from your perspective and can be exciting to read and write.
	d.  Is the topic supported by experts?   Can you find case studies to support your position?  Is it a topic in which authoritative research has been conducted?
e.  Concentrate on narrowing your topic.  For example, limit your topic by grade level or age group.  If the topic is “elementary education,” it could be narrowed to “Teaching pre-geometry concepts to fifth grade students.”
f.  Is there a logical geographic limitation?  Limit the topic as it applies to Florida or perhaps to the Southeast United States.
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