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Lecturer Andy 
Ferguson focuses on 
Obama's rhetoric 

Andy Ferguson gave a speech Oct. 13 on the the presidential candidates' qualifications and 
problems in the upcoming election. Ferguson claimed Obama's problem was rhetoric, while 
McCain's is substance. 

L AUREN PALM ER 

News Editor 
As part of tbc fo urt h annua l 

Jerry Maygurdcn lecture series, 
Andy Ferguson presented his 
view Oil the rhetoric of Barack 
Obama in a lecture entitled "The 
Wil and Wisdom o f Barack 
Obamu: A Skept ica l View." 

A crowd of about 70 peopl e 
aucndcd the lecture, which wus 
held in the Music Hall in the 
Center for Fine and Performing 
A us Oct. J3. Students. tacul ­
tv and even members of the 
conununity were then: to hear 
Ferguson speak . 

" I'm here III do some thing 
unusu a l." Ferguson said. "I 
wnnt to PilY attention to what 
the cand idates say." 

Ferg uso n said that the locus of 
his lect ure was a ll Obama, but 
he d id mention Jolin I\lcCa in a 
few times throughout, 

"When it comes to the I::l"OI1­

omv, I\lcCain doesn't know his 
0\\ ;1 mind," he said. "O barn a 's 
problem is with rhetoric. 
I-IcCain's is with substance." 

Ferg uson spoke about Oba ma 
as an author; saying he had 
enjoye d his first book, a mcm ­
o ir. "Obama is obviously a tal­
ented writer:' he said. "His clo­
qucnce and mastery of rhetoric 
is wildlv crazed.' 

Fcrg;soll went on to evaluate 
s<\ er~1 uf Obamu's key cam ­
paign lines, including one of the 
most famous: "we an: the ones 
we have been wai linc for." 

The phrase is a lso~Ihe title or 
a book \\ riuen hy Alice Walker. 
Ferguson conti nued to ci te many 
examp les of phrases Ob ama 
has borrowed trom other wri t­
ers and politicians- seve ral of 
\\ hich had been borrowed 0\ er 
and over again by fi gures such 
as Bill Clinton. AI Gore and 
Bob Dolc. 

Ferguson did nor seem partie­
nlarly pe rturbed by the fact that 
Obama was borrow inc a uood 
deal of his rhetoric, I{a th e~. he 
was disappointed with the pco­
ph: don't seem to real ize it. 

"Obama is getting away with 
murder,' Fcruuson said. "The 
pub lic memory has shr unke n 
to a spa n o f days or wee ks . The 
past is a blan k. No politi cian has 
ben efited [rom this more than 
Obama." 

l ie went on to say that 
Obama's speeches "limp from 
0111: worn phrase to another," 
making Ferguson wonder what 

has actually changed in the past 
20 vcars. 

"lillk like this is the elevator 
music of politics; it's unavoid ­
able," he said. "But his sup­
porter s thi nk Ob ama minted it 
fresh, lI is speeches are full of 
engag ing detail, bUI not policy 
detai l. Obama knows the detail s 
thai catch people 's attention are 
the details about people." 

Ferguson point ed out that 
Obama frequently uses specific 
exampleso f Americans who are 
struggling. sometimes mightily. 

"This gives us a shared status 
as victims:' he said. "But who 
are the victim ize rs?" 

Ferguson said Obama talks 
ab om':'i Mas, beliefs and for ces" 
as if they arc the thiu gs keepin g 
Am erica from flouri shing. : 

'·\l·s ·a wurld without named 
vill ain s; we face disembod­
ied spirits that are obstacles of 
cha nge," he said. 

Ferguson said that his argu­
ment wasn 't with Obam a, but 
with the media and press "who 
sho uld know better,' 

"Obama may be a genius, but 
what he will be ele cted on is 
baloney," he said. " 1 1 ~ ' s not 
bcin u ca lled on what he 's talk­
ing ; bout. " 

Though Ferguson remained 
adama ntly impartial throughout 
his lecture. he seemed rather 
upset that Obama is believed to 
have the means 10 brin g about 
a big change in Washington 
because of his "new" ideas, 

"He is being presented as an 
extra ordinarily different kind of 
candidate "..'hen he's not." he 
sa id. "Obama is an exa mple of 
a te xtbook Dem ocrat ." 

Ferg uso n j oked that he even 
thought Obama sho uld hav e 
stuck with writin g, But he said 
the main puint ofhis lecture was 
not to imply that Obama is a 
"bad' candidate or politician. 

"I just think it' s important to 
step back from this horseraee 
of journali sm and actually pay 
atte ntion to the candidates and 
what they arc saying;' he said . 

Ferguson is a senior edit or 
of the Weekly Standard, and 
has been a freel ance colum­
nist tor many papers and maga- . 
zinc s, including the Washington 
Post and Forbes Life . He was a 
speechwr itcr for form er presi­
dent II.W. Bush , and has also 
wri tten a book entitled "Land of 
Lincoln ." 


