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Andy Ferguson gave a speech Occ. |3 on the the presidential cand|d1ms qualifications and
Habiems in the upcoming election. Ferguson claimed Obama's problem was rhetoric, while
cCain's is substance.

Lecturer Andy
Ferguson focuses on
U|)dllld s rhetoric

PALMER
s Editor

As part of the fourth annual
Jerry M len lecture series,
Andy Fe an presented his
few an the rhetoric of Barack
Obaman entitled *The
Wit andd I of B
Obwma: A Skeptical View

A crowd of about 70 people

N

ck

ture, which was

sic Hull in the
Center for Fine and Performing
vt Oct, 13, Sidents, facul-

of the
¢ 10 hear

to Jo something
Ferguson  said. 1
wanl to pay attention 1o whnt
the candidates say.”
euson smd that the focus of
his lecture was on Obama, but
he did mention John MeCuin a
lew times throughout
*When it comes 1o the

untsual,”

econ-

omy, McCain doesn't know his

own mind,” he said, “Obama’s

i'-|-=|'|:;||| with rhetoric.

McCain's vith substance.”
Fe ke about Obama

as an author, saying he had
enjuyed his first book, a mems-
oir. “Obamn is obvicusly a 1al-
" he said. “His elo-
queng: stery of rhetoric
15 wildly crazed.”

Ferguson went on 1w evaluate
wnit’s key came
paign lines, incl

ented w

scveral af L

i one of the

most famous: “we are the ones
for.”

vee hiave been waitin
The phirase

4 book written by

Alice Walker.
un continued W cite many
examples of phruses Obama
i| 15 borrawed fr

Fery

um other writ-

vhich hi 1 borrowed over
and over again by fgures such
as Bill Climon, Al Gore and
Bob Dole.

son did not seem partic-
aturbed by the faet that
Obama was borrowing a good
deal of his rhetorie. Rather, he
was disappointed with the peo-
ple .ll it seeti (0 re tlize it.

clting away with

murder,” m said. “The
public memory has shrunken

Y& or weeks, The
pask is & blank. No politician hos
benefited from this more than
Obama,”

He went on to say that
L8145

na's speeches “limp from
womn phrase to another,”
making Ferguson wonder what

i5 also the title of

nd politicians— several of

has actually changed in the past
20 years.

“Talk like this is the elevator
music of politics; it’s unavoid-
able,” he said. “But his sup-
ters think Obama minted it
fresh. His speeches are full of
ng detail, but not policy
detail. Obama knows the details
that catch people’s auention are
the details about people.™

Ferguson pointed out that
Obama frequently uses specific
exumples of Americans who are
struggling, somitimes mightily.

“This gives us a shared status
as victims,” he said. “But who
are the victimizers?”

Ferguson said Obama talks
about “ideas, beliefs and forces™
as il they are the things keeping
America from flourishing.

“It’s a world without named
villains; we face disembod-
ied spirits that are obstacles of
change," he said.
puson said that his argu-
ment wasn't with Uh‘mn but
with the media and press “who
should know beuner.”

“Obama may be a
what he will be elected on is
baloney,” he said. “He's not
l‘LlllL called on what he's talk-
about.™

Though Ferguson remained
adamantly impartial throughout
his lecture, he seemed rather
upset that Obama is believed to
have the means to bring about
a big change in Washington
because of his “pew™ ideas,

“He 15 being presented as an
extraordinarily different kind of
candidate when he’s nol,” he
said. “Obama is an example of
a textbook Demoerat”

Ferguson joked that he even
thought Obama should have
stuck with writing. But he said
the main point of his lecture was
not to imply that Obama is a
“bad” candidate or politician,

1 just think it’s important to
step back [rom this horserace
of journalism and actually pay
attention to the candidates and
what they are saying,” he said.

Ferguson is a senior editor
of the Weekly Standard, and
has been a freelance colum-
nist for many papers and maga- +
zines, including the Washington
Post und Forbes Life, Heé was a
speechwriter for former presi-
dent HLW. Bush, and has also
written a book entitled “Land of
Lincoln.”
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