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Chapter 2: Information Literacy and ROPES Comparison

	ROPES
	CHAPTER 2 Summaries

	R – Review:  review and evaluate the current knowledge and abilities of the learners; learn the expectations
	Questions and wonders:  learners question and express curiosity.  The level of their questions can gauge the level or ability of the learners.  Help the learner to formulate the best question which will lead to the best learning. 

	O – Overview:  look at the objectives and outcomes of the lesson; speak to the usefulness of the lesson


	Finds and sorts:  objective is to help students understand the different ways to perform a task, such as searching.  Explain why certain methods are better than others.

Consumes and absorbs:  the learners must spend time with the tasks to think about the objectives and how they relate to other sets of knowledge.  

	P – Presentation:  present the material to be learned
	

	Telling


	Learners should have access to the new information via as many methods or ways as possible.  

	Showing


	

	Doing


	

	E – Exercises:  have learners complete exercises designed to review the lesson
	Consumes and absorbs:  They need to listen to the information, see the information, and interact with the information.
Thinks and creates:  through creative interaction with the information or skill, the learners will construct real knowledge.

	S –Summary:  recap what has been learned and its importance; allow learners to give feedback
	Summarizes and concludes:  learners gather the information and are able to synthesize what they have learned

Communicates: perhaps explain what they have learned to others

Reflects on process:  look back at the lesson with the learners to determine how it could have been better


These two theories are very similar and complement one another for planning purposes.  Loertscher and Wools provide a ROPES lesson on information literacy, which includes all of the steps in the ROPES process.  Chapter 2 also reminds us that people have an intrinsic desire to learn and are able to construct their own knowledge if they are guided through each step and allowed to use their own creativity to understand and synthesize the new information.  

Also, both processes - ROPES and the sections covered in Chapter 2 - are very similar in that they are systematic and mostly codependent. The parts in Ch2 are meant to be steps in a process, like the ROPES lesson.  The process can be cyclical until the learning is complete and/or the process can be improved.

