Strategies for Avoiding Plagiarism

* Put in quotation marks everytiling that comes (iirectiy from the text,
especiaiiy when you are taizing notes.

° Parapilrase, but be sure you are not just rearranging or repia,cing a few
words. Insteaci, read over what you want to parapiirase careiuiiy (cover up
the text with your hand or close the text so you won't use any of it for a
“guicie") before writing out the idea in your own words.

¢ Check your parapilrase against the originai text to be sure you have not
acci(ientaiiy used the same piirases or words, and that the information
is accurate.

What is Common Knowieclg’e?

Common lznowle(lg'e: facts that can be found in numerous piaces and are
iiizeiy to be known i)y many peopie.

Exampie:
]oiin F. Kennecly was elected President of the United States in 1960.

This is generaiiy known information. You do not need to document this fact.
However, you must document facts that are not generaiiy known and ideas that

interpret facts.

Example:

According to the American Farniiy Leave
Coalition’s new i)ooie, Fami/y Issues and
Congress, President Bush’s relationship
with Congress has hindered iamiiy leave
iegisiation (6).

The idea that “Bush’s reiationsi'iip with
Congress has hindered iamiiy leave
iegisiation” is not a iact, but an

interpretation; consequently, you need to
cite your source.

UWF Plag’iariSm PoiiCy

The UWFE Student Handi}ooiz, Code of Student Con(iuct, Academic
Miscon(iuct, states: “Plagiarism. The act of representing the i(ieas, wor(is,
creations or work of another as one’s own.”

Piagiarism combines theft with i;rauci, and the penaity is corresponciingiy severe:
failure for the assignment anci, in some cases, for the entire course. At the
instructor’s ciiscretion, siie/iie may recommenci tiiat tiie stuclent i)e suspencieci
from the university.

Ignorance of the rules about piagiarism is no excuse for it, and carelessness

is just as bad as purposei'ui violation. Students who have piagiarize(i have cheated
themselves out of the experience of i)eing responsii)ie members of the academic
community and have cheated their classmates i)y pre’ten(iing to contribute
originai ideas.

For compiete information regarciing Academic Misconciuct, refer to the UWE
Student Handbook or contact Student Affairs in Buiiciing 21, 474-2384.

Need Help?

The University Writing Lai), located in Buiiciing 51,
room 157, is available to assist students with proper
proceciures for writing papers and ciocumenting
sources. Visit the Writing Lab or check out its

Web site at uwi;.e(iu/writeiaio or e-mail
writeiai)@uwi.eclu.

The University o][ West Florida acknow/ea]ges two /eey
sources of 1'nformation used in the creation of this
brochure: Grosse Pointe North Higlz School, Grosse
Pointe Woods, Miclzigan (permission obtained
on January 28, 2002, from Mr. Michael Spears)
and Indiana University (permission obtained on January 28, 2002, ][rom Dean

Richard McKaig).

This in][ormation is available in Alternative Format upon request.

Published l?y the O]{)[ice of Student Aﬂairs
University of West Florida
11000 University Parizway

Pensacola, FL. 32514
(850) 474-2214

UNIVERSITY OF
WEST FLORIDA




What is Plagiarism?

A major misconception some students have is i)eiieving that rewriting sometiiing is
not piagiarism because tiiey are “putting it in their own words.” However, if the
source is not aciznowietigeti, such rewriting IS PLAGIARISM. Copying and
pasting

actuaiiy accounts for oniy a small percentage of plagiarism. Most piagiarism is

a result of text manipulation. The accessii)iiity of the Internet makes piagiarism
very tempting, and unintentional piagiarism often springs from this source as well.

Simpiy stated, piagiarism is using someone else’s work without giving appropriate
credit. This improper usage can include the i;oiiowing:

* Copying and pasting text from on-line media, such as encyciope(iias.
* Copying and pasting text from any Web site.

° Transcriioing text from any prin’ce(i materiai, such as Looizs, magazines,
encyciopedias or newspapers.

Simpiy modifying text from any of the above sources. For exampie, repiacing
a few select words with one’s own does not constitute originai work and thus
is piagiarism.

Using piiotograpi'is, video or audio without permission or acienowie(igment
is piagiarism. You may use piiotograpi'iic, video or audio sources with or in
a paper or multimedia presentation that you create, as iong as you do not

proiit from it or use it for any purpose other than the originai assignment.

You should include the source in your i)ii)iiograpiiy.

Using another student’s work and ciaiming it as your own, even with
permission, is aca(iemicaﬂy unethical and is piagiarism. Known as “collusion,”
this misrepresentation is unacceptai)ie.

i Purchasing course papers or other work from commercial sources is
acatiemicaiiy unethical and is treated as piagiarism.

Translation from one ianguage to another is not using your own words and
ideas and is treated as piagiarism. Translations fall under the guicleiines for
quotations, summaries and paraphrasing.

* Using an essay that you wrote for another course or purpose without getting
permission from the instructor of both the current course and the course in
which the originai work was submitted is SELF-PLAGIARISM. You may
use your previous work as a basis for new research if the originai work is

included in your i)ii)iiograpiiy.

Quoting, Dummarizing @ raraphrasing

Whenever you quote, summarize or parapiirase, you must aciznowie(ige the

originai source. If you do not clirectiy credit your source in a citation, YOU ARE
PLAGIARIZING!

o If you quote a source, you must quote exactiy, word for word. Cite the
source in the paper with a footnote or parentheticai reference.

* The sources for summaries and paraphrasings must also be cited. Cite these
exactly as you would a quotation. Summaries and paraphrasings are merely
condensed versions of someone else’s work. You must, therefore, give them
credit for the information.

Simpiy put, PARAPHRASING is putting an author’s work into your own
words. Aitiiougii the information is in your own wor(is, it is still the originai

author’s work. You have mereiy rephrasecl it. SUMMARIZING is writing

out the main points of someone else’s work in your own words. Once again,

this is not information which you have create(i; thereiore, it must be cited.
Unaccepta]ole and Acceptal)le Parap}irases

Here's the originai text from page one of Lizzie Borden: A Case Book 0][ Fami/y

and Crime in the 1880s i)y Joyce Williams et al.:

The rise of in(iustry, the growtii of cities, and the expansion of the
popuiation were the three great (ieveiopments of late nineteenth century
American iiis’cory. As new, iarger, steam-powered factories became a feature of
the American ian(iscape in the East, tiiey transformed farm hands into
industrial laborers and provi(ie& joi)s for a rising tide of immigrants. With
in(iustry came

uriaanization, the grow’tii of iarge cities (iiize Fall River, Massaciiusetts,

where the Bordens iive(i) which became the centers of protiuction as well

as of commerce and trade.

Here's an UNACCEPTABLE paraphrase that is piagiarism:

The increase of in(iustry, the growtii of cities, and the expiosion of the
popuiation were three iarge factors of nineteenth century America. As
steam-driven companies became more visible in the eastern part of the
country, they change(i farm hands into iac’cory workers and provi(ied joi)s
for the iarge wave of immigrants. With in(iustry came the grow’ch of iarge
cities like Fall River, where the Bordens iive(i, which turned into centers of
commerce and trade as well as production.

What makes this passage plagiarism?

The prece(iing passage is considered piagiarism for two reasons: the writer
has only changed around a few words and phases, or change(i the order of the
originai's sentences; the writer has failed to cite a source for any of the ideas
or facts. If you do either or both of these, you are piagiarizing.

Here’s an ACCEPTABLE paraphrase:

Fall River, where the Borden iarniiy lived, was typicai of northeastern
industrial cities of the nineteenth center. Steam-powered production had
shifted labor from agricuiture to manuiacturing, and as immigrants arrived
in the U.s,, tl'iey found work in these new factories. As a resuit,
populations grew, and iarge urban areas arose. Fall River was one of these
manufacturing

and commercial centers. (Wﬂiams 1)

W}iy is this passage acceptai)le?
This is accep’cabie parapiirasing because the writer accurateiy reiays the information
in the originai use of the writer’s own Wor(is; the writer lets the reader know the

source of the information.

Here's an exarnpie of quotation and parapiirase used togeti'ier, which is also

ACCEPTABLE:

Fall River, where the Borden iamiiy iivecl, was typicai of northeastern
industrial cities of the nineteenth century. As steam—powere(i production
shifted labor from agricuiture to manufacturing, the demand for workers
“transformed farm hands into i;actory Worieers,” and created joi)s for
immigrants. In turn, grown popuiations increased the size of urban areas.
Fall River was one of these manufacturing hubs that were also “centers of
commerce and trade.” (Wiiiiams 1)

Wliy is this passage acceptal)le?

This is acceptai)ie parapiirasing because the writer records the information in the
originai passage accurateiy, gives credit for the ideas in this passage and indicates
which part is taken (iirec’tiy from the writer’s source i)y putting the passage in
quotation marks and citing the page number.



